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Stomack ; hes a Gong of Phyſical Dyet in its Nature, 
it no #hk ſound, but it is a ES PO fo wa 
that are dlorder d. 
if thou att alrtadj wedded to thine © 
beg thee never to read me; I am always of the be On 
non of my Reaſon, my Fudgment, my preſent Con- 
vitrion, 1 cannot but believe the Sun ſhines when1 


e it: I (hall twrts to any Man's Opinaon, that hap- 
Bom 1] e me,and why then ben ſhouldeſ thou bak, 


an inevitable Quarrel, here wwe can neither have 
® hopes or profpett of Reconciliation ? 
But I'S 
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to forgive my variances from thee, but heartily and 
foueedtly to endeavonr to put 


; for I hate to put any one to more pains than neceſſary ; 


Form another, ſimce *tis certain, as the Wiſe Man ſays, 


 y 0WN, YPE 


PREFACE. . 
me in a better way, if 

chow thinkeſt 1 err, thou art welcome, doubly wel- 
come : I love thoſe that love and ſearch Trath, from 
my Soul, and thou ſhalt be even as an Angel of God 
FO M6. WY "3-4 : 
As for my Method, 1 have ſtudied to be ſhorts | 

and 1 could wiſh Icould expreſs a Serttence by a Word, | 


: If 


beſides, when any thing is large or tedious in expreſſumn, [a 


it loſes its delicate- fe, #5. forcive. Pourtrature or 


Ilea u Ro % x 3 

. I ſhall ſhut up-all, aviti | Fuſtice to ſome few A 
Authors 1 hows he'd from, as. Bacon's Eſſays, 

The Country Parſon's Advice ta his Pariſhioners, 

and 'a Pamphlet or .two. I migbs have diſguiz'd 
their ſenſe by new words, but as 1 liked their ſtiles 

roo well, ſo 1 am not aſham'd in many. places to Copy 

them; for my part, 1 know no evil. im borrowing 


There is nothing-new under the Sun , but Me- ſl 
thod, and preſent Diſpoſition, and that I am ſure is. 
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Divinity and Mrraliy, &c. 
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atheiſm, - gs 


HAD rather believe all the Fables 6 


end, Talmud, and Alcoran, than think char this 

Vaiverſal Frame is without a Mind, and rhere- 

fore God never wrought a Miracle to convince 

an Atheiſt, becauſe his ordinary Works convince 

him; and though *ris rrue, a little Philoſophy may in- 

cline a man's Mind tq Atheiſm, yer the depth * ir 

brings mens minds abgur to Religion ; for while we look 

on ſecond Cauſes ſcatterd and per d, we may _ 
times reſt on them, but when we behold the 

them confederate and linked; rogether, we muſt root 

iy to Proyidence and @ DOE: 
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(2) 
The Scripture faith, The Fool hath ſaid in by teart 


phere % 20 God ; but not that the Fool hath thought 'in | 
his Heart fo, that he rather ſays it by rote, as whar he - 


would have, than whar he could throughly believe ; for 
few or none deny God, bur thoſe for- whom ir makes 
beſt, if therg/were none. 

To ſhew/you the dg{pondency of Arheifts of rhe trugh 
of their Car there is nothing more convincing, rhan 
thar rx _- ay talking of --p6 + 7 as if 

inted 1n it, wout ro ngthned 
be? conſent of others; 1n RE le giVES US no 


th ent. bthy, 'h no . 0 our 
Tho won 'S _ Ti 24 & W 
P tip Atheiſts: are rar ang fewer 


ſuch as Tg own Opinions, by *themſalves in the 
dark ; they ſeem het becauſe all rthar impugne a 
receiy'd Reli Evi Superſtition, are by the adverſe 
name = Atheiſts ; bur the great 


yp endd yi a be Hay 


things, bur De cling , 'ferin in the'end as 
they were inſenfible, and Cauteriz'd, + © 


he Cauſes of Atheiſm: are, firlkt, Church- Diviſions ; 


ris true, one main one only, adds Zeal" ro both fides; 


but many, iptroguce Confuſion: and Atheiſm. A Se 
cond Caule is, the Scandal of Prieſts. A Third, a Cu- 
itom of profane Scofling, which by little and little de- 
faces the Reverence of eligion. 'The Fourth and laſt, 
_—_ _ hin Spec [mes 3 the firſt confound Re- 


IpEanOn, and rhe larrer drowns 
PEN oO FRepa and Eaſe: 
© FenaIvee ip ts is not > epi cally molt anreaſonahle, 


but molt injug Sous tou 5 it robs us of” the Immorra 


of fied © lien s Beſs rakes away- our 
our. #Þur to prear Actions 3 for even as a 


| if were tio! God, aye Hovede"ha 
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only Nob | is their exe Boda LY F:of om, 
Further, it were better to haye no Opinion of of ea 


' at all, than ſuch as is unworthy of him ; the firſt is bur 


Unbelief, the other Conrumely ; indeed a Reproach of 
the Deity, as Plutarch faith, I had rather a-great deat 
that Men ſhould ſay, there was no ſuch Man as Plutarch, 
than that there was one Plutarch, that would eat hy Chil- 
dren as ſoon as they were Born. 

Atheiſm leaves a Man to Senſe, Philoſophy, Laws, 
and Repuration, all which may be Guides towards an 
ourward Moral Vertue, though Religion were nor ; 


bur Superſtition diſmoyns all theſe, erects a Devi 
W A4 ”* le 


"TT. 
i, Able r6 Monarchy i it our Minds, brings in 
= Primum. e's: viſhes all the Spheres of Govern: 
nes, | rural AﬀeCtion, makes us Sacrifice 
Children, , Bre hren, and Friends ; 5 in ſhort; ſubverrs 
By row w 


of 
The Cauſes of Siperſtirion are, Firſt, Pleaſing and 
ual Rights and Ceremonies, an exceſs of outward 
and Pharifaical "Holineſs. Secondly, The over-great 
Holineſs and Reverence placed in uncertain Tradition. 
Thirdly, The Stratagems of Prelares for their own Am- 
birion and Lucre. Fai ,. The favouring too much 
good Intention, which opens the Gare to Conceit and 
Novelries. ..Fifthly, and Laſtly, Barbarous Times, eſpe- 
cially' joyn d with Calamiries and Diſaſters; for though 
Ignorance and Affliction be the Mothets of Devotion, 
yer are hey the” Rady. Roads to Superſtition. 
But indeed there 'is anorher kind of Superſtirion in 
ayoiding Supetftition, when Men think they do beft , 
when they go fartheſt from the Superftition formerly 


received ; therefore *care ſhould be had, as it fareth i in 
al 1 Pargings the good be nor taken away with the bad, | 


eb r00 commonly is done, when the People are the 

eformers. 

To conclude, Superſtirion is a moſt deformed thing 
for, as it adds Deformiry to an Ape, to be fo like a Man ; 5 
© the Similirude'of Superſtition ro Religion, makes ir 
more deformed ; and as wholſome Meats corrupt to lit- 
tle Worms, {o good Forms and Orders degenerate by 
Superftirion ' into innutnerable, almoſt perty Obler- 
yances. 
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- Car. UL 
Souls Jmmoztality. 


IN a Parable, like our Saviour's, we might prettily 

imagine this World a Garden, God the Gardiner, 
and our ſelves the Plants ; thoſe Souls thar prove well 
in his Nurſery, by Death he tranſplants ro' an happy 
Erernity ; thoſe that | be crooked and ill-fayourd, he 
reſerves as uſeleſs, for Fewel. 

Now, the-Subſtance of this Soul, as it 1s inſenfible, 
ſo is ir not to be conceiv'd by us ; bur as for BK abiliries, 
they are apparent, and we ſufficient Judges of- them : 
'The Firſt, 'is a general View, and Prudence ;' rhe Se- 
cond, a particular Sight, or Underſtanding ; the Third, - 
an Inverition 3 the Fourth, Recollection, .or Memory 3 
the Fifth, Judgment ; and rhe Sixth, a Tranſition. © Bur 
as theſe aye. only Speculations in ir, fo are its real 
Actions confin'd ro the narrow Powers of a Body. 
| Thus the Soul in the Body, like God in rhe World, 
remains inviſible to the Eye ; yet he muſt be as great a 
Block-head, or as wilfully blind as an Arheiſt, that can- 
not diſcern irs Preheminence and Excellency -above . 
Marter, and thar from irs very Operations ; nay, con- 
fidering the Enjoyments of ill Men, and the Misforrunes 
of good Met in this Life, we cannot in Juſtice ro God 
apprehend, bur that both the Soul is Immortal, and that 
there is a furure Judgment. | 
' You cannot think the Soul Immortal; thou Fool, doſt 
thou believe that thou arr ar all > Cannor he that made 
a Being, - give it continuance ? Why ſhouldſt rhou' blaſ- 
pheme ſo weakly the Power. of God ? Thou ſhouldſt 
not therefore argue, whether the 'Soul can be Immortal, 
bur whether *tis likely God will make ir fo ; and. who 
can doubr rhar, be ſure he will not make the beſt parr 
'of his Creation periſhable, and the worſt,not 3 the World 


| and Elements thus to laſt, and the nobler Being, Man's 


Rarional Soul, todye. = _ CAP. 


(65) 


Cap. IV. 


Aith is the Evidence of things unſeen, approved of, 
FE WT: of the Juſt, and that Road by which 
_ all Holy Men have made their approaches unto God ; 
*tis. Faith is our true Monitor, the Scourge of Conſcience, 
that frights us from Eyil by the preſence of God, and 
encourages us in Good, by the certainty of his Cogni- 
ance, and Reward of- it. 
aith is'the firſt fooring of the Holy Ghoſt in our 
Souls, and anſwers to wilful Ignorance, and perverſe- 
neſs in Sin ; *tis our firſt Leſfon, irs Qriginal may be 
either from the Conviction of Reaſon, or Revelation, 
And when the Holy Ghoſt has convinc'd us of Faith, 
his next and ſecond. Leſſpn is Obedience : And indeed, 
., what is Faith, if ir ſprout nor up to Charity? The Devils 
believe, and tremble. RS, 
_.*Tis a miſappreheniion of Faith, to think it's in the 
Will, whereas Faith is purely an intellectual Act, and 
the Will is mp orherwile concern'd in, it, than in ſuffering 
the Intellect to act freely, and withqur prejudice. 
For as Faith is our conſent to the Evidence of ſome 
unſeen Marter, from irs Operations, and our Reafonings 


on Matters viſible ; and as ſuch conſens, or judgment. is 


"impoſſible to be forc'd, fo it is abſurd:and ryrannous, to 
. expect Faith without good Evidence ; blind Concur- 
rence. indeed, and Hypocricical Submiffion may follow 
abſolute Commands, bur real Faith is only created and 
qonftirured by found Rvidence and Reaſon. 


CAP. 


(2) 
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Cap. V. 
Df Natural Religion. 


Her are bur twa-Merhods that can engage a Crea- 


cure to Worſhip his Creator, Natural Religion, and 


Revelation Natural Religion is thar Obligation that 


depends upona/Mar's own Reaſoning, and ought ro-have 
a perperual rye _ us, till we are convinCc'd of the 
realiry and goodnels of a Revelation. | 

Further,” as Revelation and Natural Religion are 
equally the Law and Will of God, and ſo it is impo{- 
ſible they ſhould vary ; ſo, whoever-embraces Revelarion, 
againſt rhe Principles of Narural Religion, errs funda- 
mentally ; andas there's no.other Touch-ſtone, ro know 
the rrue, and the truth of that Reyelation, bur Natural 
Religion 3 1o, by doing {o, a Man flings away his Guide, 
and walks blind-fold. © —- 

The Scriptures afſure-us of our fafery under Natural 
Religion, Rom. 1. 20,21. Rom.2.1.1. Lev. 20.24. Deut.9. 
4. As I0.35. 1 Tim. 4. 10. And that onr Conſciences 


therein are to be our Judges, Rom. 2. 14,15. for they 


rell us, that. we can only know Frees by. their Fruits, 
Mat. 7. 1.5, 16, 17, 18, 19. 2: Theff. 2..8,9,10. Deut. 18. 
22. And not only fo, bur they .exhorr us to approve the 
Scriprures thenftves, upon. the evidence of their fince- 
riry and truth, Fobn 8. 45,46. Fohn 10.37,38. 45.17. 
Le and to ayoid' a Teacher, tho* an Angel, again(t this 


.t & » 


' But the Force and: Authority. af Natural Religion ap- 
pears more plainly by the Apoſtles' Argument, Where: 
there ws no Law, there u no ſin: And-by our Saviour's, 
| If you had been-blind, you had. had: no fin. And thus Fo-" 


feph, thar ſwore by the Life of Pharavb, -Faceb and Da- 
ad, that had ſeveral Wives and Concubines, were Men 


throughly.pleaſing-ro God, andyet lived in.manifeſt de-' 


farice of his.pretent Laws.and C 
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However, in this Ignorance God requires our obſer- 
vance of what we think our Duty, be ir fo, or nor; 
he delights not that we ſhould live withour a Law, tho? 
he wills us ro know and obſerve the true one ; this we 
may eafily collect from whar Sr. Paul writes ro the Co- 
rinthians, concerning Meats offered unto Idols, where 


he wills not weaker Chriſtians to defile their Conſcien- 


ces, and yer he perſwades them to Knowledge. 

To conclude, I cannot bur admire haw uncharitable 
and ſenſeleſs ſome are, who damn all before Chriſt, and 
moſt ſince, who deny the efficacy of Natural Religion, 
and allow nothing ſaving , bur Faith-in Chriſt ; blind 
Guides, that becauſe Chriſt fays, that they: that believe 

ot, ſhall be damrd, to terrifie the wilfully ignorant and 
perverſe ; therefore that Sentence muſt paſs on thoſe, 
thar-by no poſſibility can hear of him ; a pretty proud 
Monopoly of Salvation. 
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Cas 
Reaſon. 


I has been a fatal Error in theſe latrer Apes of the 
& World, to dethrone Reaſon, Sacred Wiſdom, and 
ſer 'up 'implicite- Faith and Reſpect of Perſons in. her 
Empire 3 what can one fay to ſuch Monſters > who. by 
Reaſon hope to ſhew Reaſon has no force, or is not ro 
be our Guide ;. that fer up Implicite Faith, . which rurns 


Weather-cock to every Wind ; and Reſpect of Perſons, 


which is as uncertain as men's Fancies, before Reaſon, 
pure. Divine Reaſon and Wiſdom ; nay, as if God ſhould 
extirpate the Plant he firſt ſer. 

- Perſons may receive Reflections, but Reaſan Divine 
Wiſdom, and Reaſon derides her Scotners, and ſoaring 
higher than their canceited Fancies, and reaching lower 
than their dark Fallacies, unravels their little Arts, 
laughs ar their petty Flights, whilſt ſhe ſtands clear, un- 
daunted, and triumphant, abaye their. reach. Ti 
: i5 
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- *Tis rye, _if Reaſon be not well digeſted, the Steel 
nor well hardned, or ſoftned by the' Allay of baſer Mes, 
rals, better Reaſon, purer Steel, may cur and diſfolve 
it; bur Maſters in ſuch Metals are commonly modeſt, 
and I can eafily ſubmit to the cenſure of their Files, and 
I am ſure they will excuſe me, if I have nor ſtooped tro 
a ſtile unworthy of my Subject in this matter. 

Further, *rwere abſurd ro fancy that Reaſon ſhould 
be fickle, in her choice of Religion 5 how ſtable does 4 
well-eftabliſhd judgment behave ir ſelf like a Rock 
amongſt the giddy Opinions of the World, whilſt Su- 

ition whiftles and: wavers like a Butrer-fly ? For 
inſtance, becauſe I cannor believe the ftraw and ftubble 
builr on Chriſtianity, the nick-knacks of Sects and Par- 
ties, yet that cannor diſcharge me of a main and fteady. 
Faith, of | che Revelation, of the certain Tradition, ' of 
Chrift's Doctrine, Miracles, and Refurrection, even be- 
fore five hundred at once : "This is an Evidence uncom- 
mon, ſufficient to: preſerve Reaſon from fickleneſs, or 
elſe I know not what can; this is an Evidence agree- 
able ro fo great a defign of God, as his Revelation. 

Tradition and Farhers are but as Land-marks in. Re- 
ligion 3 would not a Man think him mad, who will 
leave his Road of Reaſon, giddily to follow fallible 
Land-marks ? Indeed Land-marks are comfortable , / 
when they are ſer by good Men, and in our Road, as 
Chrift and his Apoſtles are: - Bur as there are Land- 
marks, eyen to Hell, ſo our only way ro know and avoid 
them, is, becauſe they are our of our way, our Road of 
Reaſon, and conſequently, but decoys and delufions. 

Reaſon is an infallible Road ro God ;- indeed, to ſome 
Men *ris more Bryery, more Miry and' troubleſome, 
than to others, becauſe they do. nor add Conſideration \ 


_ and Wiſdom to ir ; bur withour following Reaſon, *ris 


impoflible ro be ſaved; when Men follow implicite 
Faith, becauſe rhey reaſon it -the beſt, I believe them 
ſafe, tho' under a hard Maſter ; bur- when Men know 
Reaſon ro be their Guide, and yer rurn afideito a Land- 
mark, I fay, tho' it bear the Name of Chriſty I doubt of 
their guilc : I am'ſure Chrift leadeth no Maw. our of his 
way. See an ingenious and modeſt little Treatiſe, called; 
Humane Reaſon. |, CAP. 
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Car: VEL... 
Tradition, Fathers, 


Yi Heb I velect on che Cle of Religious Ditch 
ons; I carmor bar 'rerrear ro: Tradition; and 'the 
exceſfive Revererice of the Farhers/ as the Qhief and. 
Prificipal ; herice comes thar-hagged Priniciphe, Implicit 
Faich; thar Monſter, cn i ras own. irt 
Nathe; rho' they fo much adore her im-Pradtire; thar. 
blackeſt Imp of Superftition; | - | 

Had our Implicire Faith-rheir che Contage to Reaſon 
F would expoſtulate & lirtte with them 3 1 would fair 
know whar they nmiean by Tradmion'; 1s: it what 'they 
receive from Mouth ro Mouth, or in Writing ? If the 
firſt; 'pray fron which Sect, or Parry tnnft I receive it > 
For my patr, I ſee no-way. of ending rhis Conttoverſit, 
but by Reafon, md may be the; when ſhe examities, 
likes none of the Fiddiriobs: -- 

I Fradition chery t& come froth Writings from he 
Fathers > Well; grant it is; E'want rol ktiow;..who are 
Orthodox Farhers): who hbrs whole Writings are ge- 
nuine} whofe Hphiſticare ; whole entire; arid whole oct 
tupttd; by the” Index poriub'3\ nay, I watit to 
know too, who are Fathe of rhe firſt, fecond; 
third; or 'whar Cenrary : Abt witar;rltewd After Thave 
ſpent Tei years; and' found atv uhberrain- certainty, of 
who ate Orttiodox; Gennine; nor Edtrupred,: and. of 
the atlow'd Ocrirury; F will, juft-credir whar they fay; 
plow Fat Ar of "he Whote Dury of Man, a gobd, 

thor. 
Jhall E foffow. this Maze, this Labyrinth ? 
Do'nbr Men want Hellebore, thar forſake Reaſon, ro 
follpu# Fathers > Were this Mztdneb in any ching' but 
_O_ bet rb Phyſiciant wo Care it's 


bur blihd Saperſtitid makes tor 
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That Man hasa Fae of Bru, that denies the con- 


RE. 


znfinkes 

then, if hie art bots "or TEES 
him, what muſt we believe? if you produce thefe 
words, rwiuſt T ſearch the Fathers over, ro ſee whether 
they were generally conſented ro? Thar's a work of an ' 
Age, trifling. If I do not, muſt I therefore ſubmir, 
againſt Reaſon > O, Mad Folly ! the very Reading of 
the Fathers attentively, is enough for one Man's Age. 
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Cave. VIII. 
Dartyrs, Confellozs. 


Trs x Nevin in the W in_the World, God knows, as fond 
s, and. Dying-mens words 
confirm rhe Truth of | Den this ; is moſt certain, 
rr pheromone were he] in a Doctrine; 
bur to confirm the xfarh of ir, were o confirm Repug- 
— C_ have been Martyrs.in all Caſcs. 

F mureerien, eſt ſemen Ecclefie, 1 do nor 
ry 5 bur ris nor the truth of their Caule, 
ſo much ras 5 their Doctrine , as their Sufferings 3 
per g > Fong gg their Faich on half Exami- 

nation, 'Implicite Fairh, rhe; . of rhe. Church, 
Se. like it, or diflike it th ro its Fruits 
and Works, than Truth ; thus, ? che Perſecuror be 
otherwiſe Catholick, ard rhe - red Hererick, yer 
becauſe the one is Tyrannous in Puniſhments, the other 
Brave i in Sufferings, this one Idea quite alters the ſen . 
G 


"x 


of theit Church : 'Beſides;' that fottie: Mer take Pride 
in Sufferings, and-rather chaſe to" be SctF-murtherergy, 


thar' ior Martyrs ; and refule ro flee from Ciry _— 
firſt, -as we ate enjoyn'd. | 

-Fatther, there is a'ſecond: Erroe i in the Idea of true 
Martyrdom, as fond, and as' falſe; and-yet as common. 


as the firſt ; to-wit; that Men oughr only ro: Martyr foe, | 


main truths -of 'Religion'5 whereas, we ſhould! rather - 
Marryr, than Lye, than Flaner, than'do the lealt Evil ; 
e nor, bur thar a'Manhas Liberry left :him, -in alt 
$100, to flee from City to Ciry,/-from Country 10 

- ro refaſe/ 3 chſt Pekeſ before:Swine; and on 


Ca AP. bY 
| Keligion oy Revelation Choice, oz 


0 Have now by the Title Atheiſm, thewh: the accally ity 
Bi a Derry ; 5 "of the'$ 


$ We 

= wei : ofi Religion; 'by Fairh, how to 
your firt NR 45 afterthis \{-bive/fer Forth wo: you, 
the common Guides Religion,'Naturat Retigioa,anit 
Reaſon, Tradition, Authoriry of Farhers; and: Implicize 
Faith; and Marryrs "al Confeſlvrs; whar remains, af 
- ret theſe, is ro-nſteu& you, how'by: your.,Guides' ro 
mike' Choice-of your! parricular: Wagon) » or © -woagec 
rior. ' 

As there is but ond God, anchas' from the 
. of "tis -/Will and Wiſdom, we may ne uo 
Has but one Revelation and Worſhip 3: fo;-were it! even 
Blaſpheimy ro- the Jaſtice of God,'ito tay; he r&quired 
our afferit to that Religion, bod and [moon 
iv Wicacs rofleartsx, devrve 


c_ :Accuſarion, as Chriſt "did: before Pilare, ro 


by ' Gy the the danger of A 


% z 
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YT Tradition of 


ſurer Light and Conviction. TOS 499. 
Bur to illuftrare this further, tho' I am botnd ro fol-. 
low the true Revelation, if it offer, yet I am rather 


to ſerve him; 


(13) 
As for Itiplicte Faith, whether it proceed from the 
rd, or Fachers, the Authority of the 
Church; or Martyrs and Confeffors, *ris a meer Tool, a 
Prieſt-craft Engine ; and one would think Mets Souls 


© © drunk with Opium, to relic on it,, ir. ferves for all Re- 
'S tligions ;all Colours appear alike in thedark : And there- 


fore to allow thar as our Guide, were to confound our 
Choice; if therefore there be -any Guide, *ris Reaſon, 
whatever Revelations, Precepts, are moſt reaſonable, 
thar muſt needs be the true one, and the only one thar 
can.come from God. | STE” 
Whar, are we bound theri to exathifie all Revye 


lations ? Yes, if rhe preſent do nor fatisfie our Reaſon, 


we ate bound ro Worſhip God the beſt way we can 4 


nay, if the preſent do farisfe us, if anorher offer to ar- 
e with us, we ought always to be paſſive to Reaſort- 


' ing, and hear him ; I donor doubt, bur a Man may be 


as well damnd for wilful Ignorance and Perverſeneſs 
againft rhe Conyiction of Mahumeriſm, as of Chriſtia- 
nity ; and thar rho* he be a Chrittian, *tis a Dury necef- 
fary to a ſound Faith, always to follow the greater, the 


bound to follow Natural Religion, than ranſack the 
World for it, and nor only neglect orther'Duries, bur 
confound, diſtract, and deſtroy my ſelf in the ſearch. 
If it be in my Country, my Neighbourhood, I owe fo 


much ro God in Prudence, as to enquire after it 5 bur 


ro ſearch the World around for the rrue Religion, were 
a Zeal worthy a your Prince, but in a4 private Man 
preſumption and folly. GE | 
So likewiſe in propagating Religion, if 'I have a Com- 
miſſion from God by Viſions, and have his Seal, ro con- 
firm my Doctrine by Miracles, I am bound to obey my 
Creator, ro range, like the Apoſtles, rhe World around, 
| Wa if I have no ſuch Commiſſion, 'no 
ſuch Seal, if I am only impower'd by him, rhrough the 
Sacred Law of Nature, by Natural Religion, or Rea- 
ſon, interpreting Revelations, I am only bound, in Cha- 
riry, ro inſtruct my A a by writing, ſpeak- 


ing, 
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erwiſe Opportunity offers, and if Strangers 

LIC _ they mg ahhe 5 bur for 8 ome 

uimſelf further, 1s 0.5 596 Wd iy © ae 
LCL MnNention. 


prures_ are | —_ 
. php» ge l 


DE = _ we- cen Exe” E7 | 


by, 1 Joby 4.1 bid hm ebejereeny Spin 

and the Ex , I Kzngs 13. Is fuffi- 

ala camp aig uf ny aen' 

his known and ann wa and Commands, will nor 
| us 3 nay, the very reaſon 

I ; were: particularly ſtiled No- 

mined . the Scriptures, and 
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them, as, not-t».give ohe'9elf ahe 
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Tee f MB ood Ao any Man, to give rath cenſates: 
Clncacer of hes bur art ffee-im a dimigih- 


_—_ 


5 burortthehar:dade; [rwonlh 


© be 16 datied; with rhe: views: 
Priviledge af: 2atQnir': 

ning. and underttanding.them; ard.indbed, whoi1s:4o- 
blind, aS'not to, fee; therdifference of che {everal: Cope 
and, .T ran{lariens of them ? + 11 tic T opt 02187 mold 
Undoubtedly. the Men that wt they wese: "4d. 
Men, were directed by by the Holy Gbok.br 10 th. HRS 


degree they. had-his Lum 
table ; I muſt confels, I amp 
ns zeve they arty vo, {9 his 


a total gyidance; in main Tra 
Direction 3 in lefſer marrers, I conceive, they were left 


to their own Integrities, and Diſcrerions. 


Revelation. indeed was neceflary to propoſe our Rea-- 
ſons, the matters of Fact relaring ro our Saviour, to ob- 
lige us, to convince us, and rouze us up ro our Dury of 
Religion by ſo excellent an Example ; and ſome Parrern- 
Precepts bags us ſincerely ro the Sacred __ of 
Narure 5 ro- expect-that all-rhe particulars, the 
Will, of the infinite God, ſhould be expreſs'd in Scrip- 
ture, were equally vain and weak. + 

St. Peter was not ſatisfied by Inſpiration, that he might 
Preach to the Gentiles; the Holy Ghoſt inform'd him by 
Viſion ; he doubted abour Circumciſion, a General Coun- 
Eil decided the Controverſie ; the Council forbad earing 
meats offered to Idols, St. Paul allow'd it; and in one 
place Se. Paul is fo modeſt, as to confeſs, that whar he 
writes, 'tis true, he cannor warrant  alrogerher as from 
God, bur rhar he believes it rruth, and rhar he has the 
Spirir of God, Aﬀs Io, 1. 1 Cor. 7. 40. Gal. 2. K 
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Bur yer, as from Sh may be <a BY that God 
made ir-not-kis-good will to have every thing in Scripture 


infallible ; yer does it not a g_—_ ,bur thar neceſſary Saks 


he has raken care to have d ; bur as to thoſe too, we 
rao dares Ro ſearch 5 we muſt allow the 
Apoſtles ro be Men, like our ſelves, we muſt grant them 
to have Tranſports; Padfions, Fi rn and ir 


1gures,”z 
muſt be our” care muſt clear the Truth thoſe, as 


Fohn'21. 25. 5. Ps 


LS cos Seam relatt cis this 


Maze, that cormmon:and weak diſguiſe of Scripture-In- 


rerpreration, 20 wir,-thar becauſe we cannor Reafon our 


the Obſcuriries, the Secrets of God, therefore we cannor 


underſtand, and reaſon on. matters of -Practice,, and 


Duty, - the -Revelarions,- dark Prophecies, and Secrets, 


belong unto the Lord, Dent.-29.29. Bur Commands, 


matters of Dury and Pradtice, are to be ſearch'd by us, 


examin'd by us, our {clves; even our own Judgments and - 


Regſons, at our perils, and by-heir uſtice, we ate 10 V2 
lue the Revelation accordingly. - . | | 
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 Potives to o Piety. SECT. Te. 
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Aving i in my fans part iſed what may y be | 
"þ neceſſary ro inftructugiinghe Choice of our Re- 


I ow I now in this Second Parc __ ro dil- 
rlay what Morives we: haye to: to:engage Us to Piery, ro 
perſwade a _— do II Religion purely x 
Joc T ngc- anfwer for burying their- 
bur cheriſh zheir-Know Rewilge.vp 10 ar agrcable | 

and _ Practice, | 


TY Creme Obigein,, s bt C T. 2 "I a8 M ) 
Thereis a. IS ceffiry Jblieation or 


Creature ro Red <7 e end. af; lis Creation; 
now, ws wie road i k:Sout-capable of Di- 


- *& * 
Ty: | CaS1ULO4T) 3 i 


eiovar: 
» þ « 
s Us 


vine Worſhip and/Contemplarion, fo cannox | THEE 
kimſelf endued with fac efs for nothung ; Men dq, 
net —_ Tp arias: and Robes to feed Hogs, 
and. Ploug yY.3,4 Twete, Di; againlt 
9d the Fountain of . ent, FO c be. % 7 


tiful of ſuch Abilities t9- us, or 10 manage 2 lircle 
mean. and unneceffary worldly he Re 
Let any Man confi der from the wy. als Motions,” 
from the! Starry. and daily Itluences, ter him- warch-in 
a clear Nighr.. their wpnderty],. various, and yer moſt; 
arderly. Courtes, and ler him ſee how God Warers the. - 
Earth like a Garden; - then. let him. reflect wherher he. 
does nor. ſee an, All-Provident . and Fatherly ſupream: 
Mind ; ler him fee from the familiar, the ordinary Pro-. 
phecies by Dreams, whether that Power does not con- 


cern himſelf below ;.if ſo, whar black Ingratirude are 


we guilty of, if we do not pay that God the lirtle Tris, 
ure of our Warſhip? B3 To 


C48) 
To conclude, was it not a ſhameful Misfortune thar 
kuchaduezz,: tram, Man. to. a. Beaſt > And dg 
not Men bring that Curſe be themſelves, ' when by 
omitting thdwotſhipgutey and gloritfing/ their Creator, 
they neglect all rhe Goodneſs, Excellency, 'indeed the 
very End of then Nature, and roftr from"a”fruirful 
Vine, to an unpleaſant Thiſtle. 
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x Mart bad 260 Raf ot Refiition cling th 
ESSE his Nataral 'ObBtigation: to Piery, yer if he 
were not abſolutely inſenſi ble. barbatous, he -could*tior 
ſight his Chriftian Profeſſion, his Vows in Bapritm , 


Communion; pen] "FF: Hed "HAR" Teatt Veracity 


or Truth, ſurely Ic n .be falſe to thole Obliga- 


d 
nn Ken N ON an dte- be Ignorant of the com- 
plex Ind Nec 6f his Religion: - : 
> ate hen Chri- 
{ (et How:thou'thdlebe bear 
RE Ach (A do'it' "nk, ro 


f ” thtRs Þ pent in far 


ame Te Bui + the'Day '{peht on our 
=—_ Eng, oltt- Bu els, The Glory and: Hongur 


ny hadk thor tee Gr ains” of tirade, 
pr Bop Lp nbg/ IF "Ft it,” Ln df not 


ect 10 et4able a "there were 
Bikayer: nor Hell?" Supp ooh: iedſt "Like "2 


"wouldft npt thou be aſha ed ro" feceive thy Be- 


my d Sabftance from 'God,: "and. fot thank. him for it ® 
. Wonldft' thou' not be 2 md to receive a Revelation. 
from him, were, it only how” to: live happily i in this Life, 


ang.not acknowledge 1 it ? What ſhall T Fay? Man dege- 


nerates; 


Auc n SM Id | Tmme. 'ſpen | 
ich ought t0? cr atrog 5h 


tf i 


m_ (0 w  & 


Grear, (his Original; atid his 


(19) - 


| - nerates, loſes the Reaſon God has given him ; like a- 


Hog, hi ears rhe Acorns, -and never looks up to the Free 
that bears -thein; poor groſs-f ' Erearure, he can 
break into'Raptures for a kind look: from his uncons- 
ſtanr: fellow-Crearure;. a- Mattrels,: :but cannor ſee his 
- Crearor and 
Benetactor ; he can ſee the Fool har wotks, bur nor 
the Hahd that inakes it | 


G4ae. HL 
Puniſhment, bell, Cee. 


BY T if thou haſt loſt all Inga all ſenſe of 


Gratitude, if' nothing bur ſervile means, the Whip 
and rhe Rod, can move thee ro thy Dity; poor _ 
Creature, conſider God's Vengeance on jon 5 
flect one Noat's  Flootl; Sodom and' Gomorrah, and the 
Deſtruction of Feryu/atem: Bur if rh&u' think rheſe 
Temporal Evils diſtributed confuſedly on good and bad 
alike, reflect a lirtle higher" ons Erernal.” 

Think dear Friend; of a Place ##*##ed for the De- 
vil and bis Angels, Mat. 25. 41. God's worlt aiid moſt 
inveterate Enemies, a bottomleſs Lake of Pit of fire and 
briniſtone; Rev.” 20, 3. 21, 8. The vef}" bla of  dark- 
neſs, Fude, v. 17. Think cya Hive" bon hand and 


Foot, Mar. 22. 13. hearing —_ bur #eepiny,; mirling 
a 


and gnaſhing of teeth ; Fink I fay, of ſuch a fire never 

to be quenched, wherein ſhall be no reſt night nor day, 
Mark 9. 44- Rev. 14. 10, 11. Surely if thou haſt a grain 
of Chriſtian Fairh, if thou art not quite ſear'd by In- 
fideliry or Impenirency, thou canſt not bur tremble ar 
ſuch an infinity, fuch an horrible and endleſs Miſery, 


Mat. 25. ult. 
Bur ſuppoſe, .my Fong. thats ho _ cant ſarishe | thy 
ſelf by Reaſoning, t _—y ret? efibtit $3: 1OT 1ttt» 
. able or ade 2-4 riperey 0 Re a; 


upon this a 
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magnified their Hell, as a Terror to rhe grofſer Repro- 
bates, yer .if thou foilowett Natural Religion; if. thou 
_ parſuett thy Reaſoning, how lirtle will ir be berrer for 
rhee? Thou-arc mad, if believing the Immortality of 
the Soul, which, if thou canſt believe any thing, I have 
proved to thee; thou art abſurdly mad, if rhou canſt 
1magine God - fers us in a ftate of tryal of Good and 
Evil here ro no purpoſe. Dot think he-has any Juſtice, 
which were to Blaſpheme him to a Stock, .ro deny he 
has, if hg, has a Temporary Offence, will ar leatt de- 
ſerve an equal Puniſhment, and after that, ſuppoſe he 
Jer us wander amongſt Devils at Random, were nox 
thar Hell enough, nor to ſee God or his Saints, bur ra 
" haye ſuch horrible Company 2 And what bur this ar | 
leaſt can be rhe intent of Hur ſtare of Good and Evil, 
to ſee who ſhall be fir to inhabit in God's Court, and 
who'nar 2. TON ef ee 
Fo canclude, ſuppaſe Gad all good Nature, all Mercy ; 
ſuppoſe. he ler all promiſcuouſly into Heavenly Bliſs, he 
muſt new madel and frame their Souls roo: How will 
the Murtherer and murthered, how can the Lamb and 
the Wolf agree, the ſtubborn and the gentle be recon- 
ciled ? Indeed. if God lets our Souls continue with the 
1mprefſion they gain,which in Juſtice we cannor bur ſup- 
poſe, the Volupmous Man needs no Hell ro afflit him, 
' the very carking habits and imprefſions of his. Soul are 
ſufficient, the yery Vices he has canrracted will be Fu- 
Tis to torment him ; nay, they will become as Nartyral 
and laſting as Pride in Lucifer 3 and tho' they are weak- 
neſs and folly, yer his Reaſon will neyer þe able ro root 
them our. | | ET 
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| Cap. IV. 
30.. «4.004% to BU 
B U T Men are apt to flatter themſelves, and tho* 
they believe Hell and Judgment, yer they pur them 


at a difiance, and- therefore Death is a moſt excellenr 
Chrittian Motive- to Piery. Conſider, norhing is more 


_ cexrrain in 1ts event, for our Tryals here muſt end,” nor 


nothing more uncertain as ro the rime ; 'tis to our Pe- 
rils, if we are_caughr unready : And indeed, what is 
Life, bur - a continual warfare with Death ? - We ear; 
that we may not dye for Hunger, and drink, that we 
may nor periſh for Thirſt. AY 
The Devil hath nor a worſe Tempration ,. than ro 
make us ſenſeleſs and bruriſhly thoughtleſs of Death ; 
rhey are his Stratagems, that make Men fancy Death 
Jeſs terrible, becauſe they think ir ar diſtance, and care- 
leſly, and 'ſleepily are never concern'd ar. the many Ac- 
cidents carry Men off,' even from their own Families at 
inſtants : Had they Hezekzah's Meſſage,. they 'would nor 
- be fo: thoughrleſs of rheir danger, rho' ar. fifteen years 
end, when perhaps they have nor a quarter of the time 
ro live. Bur ſuppoſe Providence were bountiful, in al- 
lowing them forty or fifty. years more, were not thar 
time little enough for us to prepare our ſelves for an in- 
finite Erernity® . 
Bur further, ro ſhew the uncertainties and ſurprizes of 
-PDeath, think how many are rhoughtleſly hurried our of 
the World by Maſſacres, Bartels, Infurre&tions, Stab- 
bings, Plagues, ſudden Invafions; think how uncertain 
_ the Crifis of known Diſeaſes are, bur above all, how 
eaſily and ſuddenly the brittle Machine of Man's Body 
is farally and inſtantly ruined by Madneſs, ſudden Deaths, 
Appoplezies, &c. So thar indeed there is not one in ten 
rhat has a rimely, a certain and ſure Conviction of his 
Neath, bur all almolt defer jr, and expect ir ſtill ar 
di?ance, till they dye in the deceit. | To 


(23 ;) 

. To conclude, how can I ſufficiently upbraid this pro- 
craſtinaring Madneſs, this doting Lethargy * How can 
I ſufficiently admoniſh Men of the danger and folly of 
it ? Indeed, *ris to Preach to the Wind, to fight with the 
Air, to ſpeak to Men. of no Fore-ſfight or Prudence. 
What ſhall 1 call ſuch Men? Brutes, they deſerve nor 
ſo good a Name: Do they prerend Rarionaliry > Whar 
are rhey the berrer for thar, bur rather the worle, if they 
donor ule ir ? Eyen'the Hogs will leave the open Fields, 
and. fly, for ſhelcer when they-perceive'the Storm-coming 3 
bur, Man, block-head Man, ſenſeleſs Man, ſtands giddily 
an, the brink of Hell every moment, and yer is inſen- 
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”* * "Heaven, Divine Happineſs. 


RU T onthe other fide, ro encourage: Piety, had not 
47 God a mind. to purifie to himſelt.a ſecond ſer of 

Qurtiers, as it were, to:ſupply his loſs by the fallen An- 

els; whar need had:he ro make himſelf this Nurſery of 
nk to. place us-here, as it wete, Mask'd, and under 
the. Veil of Fleſh, and Blood, the World; and 'Tempri- 
tions, to try us * Nay indeed, had we no:Revelarion, 


'rwere-Blaiphemy-ro think. God made us'in wantonnets; - 


.wemult needs Idea-an Heaven for.the good and juſtiof 
this World. | | | | 
©, Lo-afſure us: of- the Perfection: of ſuch Heaven-and 
Heaxenly- Joys; we needi but: conſider that *ris nor bur 
reaſonable that he-thar endued and' made-us: wit incli- 
clinations, can make and-give-thenr latisfactory'Objects, 
thaz heithat made rhe Eye; could create Colours 3 16 thr 
we, are weak; ro-doubr. the: ſufficiency of our foy's be» 
des, fince God has promiſed -us,”-be-fure; as he” is well 
abſero complear us with ſuch an' agteeable and laſting 
Happineſs, he-neither will-nor can deceive us. gs 


( 23) 
Tis lizle oo deſcribe- the Bleflings, the Pract ihd 
Calms thar-rhe-Juit enjoy upan/ Meanaty Jays bur Toys: 
ro:whar we: to eltimare Heavenly |o pw He 
dies, Ge akens to grols, our i | 
Incellecs ave tov weak; roo-dull for: fuch exquiſite, fach 
refined reliſhes ;- theſe Joys are: ro-anfwer to the; 
Rewards of Goodneſs, to rhe Merits and Sufferin 
Chriſt- for us, to-counterpoils rhe:dreadful Juſtice of: 
in HelLindeed theſe are the very-Joysprepar'd fo: Oleate: 
hindalf,” Mat: 25:2; Rew.B. 17.2 T92.12. Rev.20255 
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13. 12, 
"otoeduds Haven 1$as4 City endow'd: with rokk 
pinefs withour allay, irs Pleaſures, perfection: of Know 
ledge, and the heighr of Love and Friendflip: TheAn- 
cients uſed to cry, Sit anima mea cum Phileſo Fob, How. 
mach more happily ſhall we enjoy our-ſelves.there then, 
not-only with:PhiloGphers, prong ps all forrs of 'the- 


braveſt-Men, gays Apoſt v4) , and | 
even in the ee Chia and cn 
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I Would fain perſwade "Ws ro — enough os 


. underitand-Eternizy 3 I-don't.doubc-but- they. know: 
what the word means, bur they are as little acquainted 
with its $ patpere and value, as Did they had neither Senſe 
_ Reaſorl - "P 

rernity iS a W lex.ro,conceiye,, it, were wanting, 

*rwould > Sek Hell: and embirter Heaven ; for as > 
ſhould be fure borh our Pains and Joys would havean end, 
{9-our ſenſe would be-deftroy'd erion. Et 
raiſes our Eſſence ro-4 kind of Divinity: Eternity is the 
only ſolid Crownof all ther's good or brave; andhad: 
a-Man the leaſt grain of rrue impartial Jud \ Brer-- 
nity would bea Motive paſt conceprion-to Þ "__ 
r 


(24) 

 Whar is the common Idea of Erernity, -but a meer 
definition > Who' has Faith enough to give himſelf. the: 
leaſt concern abour-it? How many. .ſhall-court a Parron; 
for a next Advowlſon,'a Miſer, ro be his Heir; tho'-in; 


. time ſleepily ſlur over their Inheritance eternal, intinitely. 
more valuable and' certain ? | ; 


pocrifie? Whar Impudence muſt -that Man have, ' who. - 
acknowledging an Erernity, yalues aſrocy and inva=-; 
luable verkity hogs before..ir? - Grols Madneſs; - 
worthy of Bedlam ; ſhall we courr the baſe with a ma-; 
ny years oblequious-: obſervance for a little periſhable 

dirt, and not-only: neglect, -bur affront: rhe,offers of a; 
glorious Erernity Fern our molt' gracious:God and Crea-. 
To conclude, we. are like little Children, dazled-: 


F thy Divine Grace expreſs with Holy thoughts what my 
Pen fails in, and make us to know what is ſo much qu 
Intereſt and Dury ; indeed, I believe from my Soul, had” 
Men once tafted rthroughly of Celeſtial Joys, and me- 
ditared on their Erernity,' they would be fo eager after 
'them, and fo little value rhe World, rhat the greateſt 
Grace required would be x9 ſuppagrt them in delay ta 


keep them from ſelf-murther. 
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- Preſence of God.. ... 
] Shall now conclude all my Morives, 'in_remembring - 
the Preſence of -God ; and certaily: there cannot be . 
a. greater Morive ro Piery, and a ſtronger Memento a= 


x Wickedneſs and Vice, than, to weigh his certain, - 
ut infinite Preſence. [Thou ſubtle Quibler, doſt ws 
. | " r S 2 


reverſion, and on caſual expectations, and ar the ſame: ' 


Whar ſhall I fay?-Is not this Faith meer damn'd Hy-» 


with gaudy Bawbles, and brutiſhly inſenfſible of ſolid: 
Goods. Good God ! how, ſhall] ſufficiently: expreſs: - 
this horrible \Folly and Madneſs? Let; I-beſcech rhee, - 


—_—_—__c_w____ 


tn ws es wu ca fwd nd» ad 
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T think to cozen God, the Fountain of Wiſdom, that 


gave thee thy ſeeming Ability > Thou Haughty and 
Mighty, dareft thou contend with God ? Forgetteſt 
thon Nebuchadnexzar > And thou ſecret Lercher, doſt 
think to hide from an All-ſeeing Preſence ? | 

. We*can tremble ro misbehave our ſelves in the Pre-- 
ſence of a King'; 'we rather ſneak and cringe fooliſhly, 
than be-wanting in a reſpe&t ro him. Whar Madneſs 
is it bewitches us, thar we fo little. regard the King of 

__ » thar we not only nor Reverence and R | 
his 'Preſerice, hut 'impudenrly and pragmarically break 
his Sacred Laws in his fight > Why do we ſo Hypocrt 
rically bely our ſelves and actions, thus to ſay we be- 


© lieve him @ In ſhorr, we have no Faith ar all, if we ab + 
low our ſelves to do thus. | 


Great and good God, how blind, and ſtupidly ſenſe= 


tes are we, poor Men, impudently before thy Face 
| <>mrn Ke ight of thy Purfance we offend thee, we 
laſpheme and 


r thee; and when in Mercy and 
Piry thou beareſt with us, and by Grace and Judgments 
endeavoureſt to reconcile us to thee, we ſcorn g y Ad- 
monirions, we curſe "the Red and Hand we ought to 
kiſs; and' yer thou beareſt this roo. O Goodneſs! O 
Mercy unſpeakable ! treading as it were upon the heels 
of Juttice, A ; 


2 ne ang © oo et Enter 
Rds, omg x yn 


Memory, keep it in a readinels-ro give.thee Admoni- 


rio, to: refreſh, ad; revive thy Faich. . Remember: if 
= loſeft the Reatning. of thy Faith, thy Faith is elf 
png qo6.groSer wel 4; and thou eft wil- 
tally blind 1gaQranht. 
. | When: thou heiſt done thus, ii 2 


20. make is grow: up. ute, Practice, the ſureſt courle is, 
fixlt,, ro make an aliolute. ahd. yeremprory Reſakaion, | 


&r that will make a Man inert; enquiring;, diligent 
upon it, bus yet. to reſolve ſGherly, deliberate 
Taſhly and in hafte ; to do itafter ſome hours, ſente-« 
Contiderarion; and in thar while throughly weighing all 
Difficulries, Diſcouragements, Dangers, and Inconve- 
niences that may atrend us in it : Suppoſe the loſs of all 
things, and Life with them; ſuppoſe rhe diſobliging all 
thy Friends, incurring the ſharpeſt Reproaches, and then 
try thy Heart and Courage. 

When thou haft thus reſolved, after ſeveral intermi(- 
ſions and deliberations, ro avoid all raſhneſs and fur- 
prizes, then back all with a Vow, with a Solemn Reſo- 
Rerion ro 4we thee before God ; and thar ir may not 
{lip rhy Memory, enter it in writing amongſt thy Pre- 
cepts, and bind thy elf ar leaft ro a Monthly, if nor a 
Weekly peruſal of it. - 

' Secondly, As ſeaſonably as thou canft diſcover thy 
Reſolution abroad, nor only for the encouragement of 
good Example, bur to harden thy ſelf againſt Reproach, 
ro 


ys Bat 


(97). 


to di hexochnan! Tomes ondedetty | 


of thy Reſalurion 3 the grearelt ill that can enſue bere- 
on, is the fear of deſery'd Repraach, for not 


_ good thar Reſolution which thou haſt declar'd, and ha | 


ang bo the ſafer and r thou wilt be, 
it will beas a Wall, a Bulwark to defend thee againſt 


Temprarion 5 

Laſtly, Fo finanhia thee the. more, Affociate thy 
ſelf ro Men of like Reſolurions, defire their Prayers, 
Converſations, Inſtructions, and Encouragements to ſup- 
port thee ; and if thou art nor © Happy to be acquaint- 
he wh ſuck,- make- ſome of: thy Old Acquaintance 

.-. Remember what Joy there was for one Sinner - 
_—_— OE ful Office ſuch a 
tha repens is-both-to God and Man. 

To conclude, whatever thou doſt when thou ſerteſt 
abour ſuch a Reſolution, beware of Procraſtination and 
delay : Remeniber how many good. Thoughts thar Tem- 
ptation has already ſtifled in of think how the quick 
ſenſe of Reaſoning, by. being read and neglected, 
think how God; withdraws Grace from thoſe thar flight 
ir;' nay, do nar think; to ler Datinets defer thee, nor on- 
ly as this will be no real Interruption. to:thy Buſineſs nei- 


- ther, if thou haſt Prudence or Vour Goh. 3 bur do not 


Aﬀront God, to- value the World before him, nor thy 


own Judgment ſo much, as to- value Og Tenpenal 


before what is Ecernal 


ti _ —_ _ —_ 


at Met _— _ wr 


Cap. Il. hy 
Seal, 
ISa hooks ro perſivade-ſome i 


L. in Religion, that there. can be Zeal withour 
Knowledge ; indeed we have: the Apoſtles word Hog: It, 


_ or: elſe Religious Fury yen be convinc'd 
Fig 


abated tute be good Intention, pious R: 


-———————_ juſtifie all-proceedings, Rarional-or | 
——_—_ 


 - Suppoſe I read or heard Sermons or Prayers fo long, = 
as 'ro-dult my Apprehenſion, ro impair my Health, or to 


render me Melancholy ; is this nothing * Whar is it bue 
a degree to Self-murther ?\:Bur you will fay,- God will 
defend them rhar ſerve him; right,” if they keep in his in- 
ſitured courſe of Moderation, bur nor when they tempt 
him by wilful and proud Excefles, when they ſerve ra> 
ther the Luſt and Glory, than the true End, Benefir, and 
Exerciſe of Piety. | | 

_ I am aſham'd tothink how ſome Men applaud Paſſion 
| inReligion, and that. nor. only in-word, bur practice 
nay, our wiſer'repured Authors ſhall ran you' out whole 
Volumes-n Extafies, Raptures, abrupr incoherent Sen-. 
rences, as-if rhey were beſide themſelves: For'my: part, 
I had rather Worſhip God: with one Expreſſion from 
ſettled Judgment, and cry, with the Publican, Lord have 


me 4 ſinner, than Patrot over violent, long, 


mercy 4 
and diſorderly Forms of Prayer, than'Romance our my 
"Devotion by Paſſionate Harangues. | 


'Tis pretty: too' to ſee the Self-beguilers delude theirs | 


ſelves, ro hear them'cry up their feeling Grace, their in- 
ward Conſolation-of - Holineſs; whereas in'rruth, their 
 haughty Minds vent their Paſſions in Zeal, and by thar 
4 little levelling 'and equalling- their Tempers, they ar- 
cribute all the eaſe and fedateneſs rhey receive ro Devo- 


rion, .ro- ſome Gift 'preternarural, exactly conformable 


ro the deluſion of ſome others, who fancy every Whint- 
fie, every Crudity thar crofles their thoughts to proceed 
from rhe Holy Ghoſt, from his Sacred dictates and di- 
rections. - 

Incomparable may I ſay is the Spirit and Temper of 
che whole Dury of Man, and moft of all imitating Sa- 
cred Wrir, a folid Zeal, a true and hearty Good Will 
towards the Service of :God,, and yet not ſowr'd by 
Paflion or Violence, bur all along rang'd with true Me- 
thod, Order, and welEdeliberated Judgm 
. To conclude, an inordinace and te Zeal is de- 
ftructive of irs own Ends ; -Stortns are' always ſhorr, 
and the very violence of Paffion ablirerates rhe ' impreſ- 
fion it would make upon us: The trueft Merhod of 
Zeal is flow, deliberartiye, : and judicious, thar is m—_ 
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'Y -- Kelli Practices general, : 
ons God is cenxinhy a God of Judgment, > he det 
hrs to be_ſery'd in Jugment;. *tis impoſſible he. 
Re approve 'of rifling, ,- our patfionate Addrefles to 
-; himare idle; we t ro conform our Lives accord- 
» ingly, of if nor, the + ous Addreſs, the greater our 
.* Hypoctiſfie, . 
Every Adtivs of only" Religions'Man is like as it 
were a Sermon ractice ;. he knows and follows ex- 
efvehrieg win ha exr "1a becauſe. jshis ſtudy 5 
and 4s for big being-Supesfiitious, *ris-ipnpelſible's; he is 
inthe Alt4rill ops requites Hears/ net Trifles: '-- 
: Frawther, ves hor-roldea our bis: Daty.ro- 4. ies 
inpodibil | yof breaking 
is: and p. 10 5 but; be:p 


peſcs his Dungy 
wie lip EE ns hon OH byCruelty 
in it, nor partially leaves bindſelf fe" rom oy re 
| ..Hew fs ko lisZeat tmoced his Life 3 he is 
| foby at-: oll he haedieawn all hisActions tex fix'd and. 
heady Rules i$.abe; Property of wicked;men to-be Suz - 
| perſtivious-arid:;fannifal 1n'\Religion, Men; wha! never 
wade: ip the buſineſs and' employ of- their; Judgmenrs. . 
-:;Forther; tivg-ſubtle Fempration: of the- Devil, when 
be:finds he: ueeins to; bare-fac'd ill; ro tempt. 
us toexceſſes in Duties; for as a Man has three branches 
ofii bis Dury, 10-God;- ini -aud--his Neighbour s fo 
—_—_—— every: one of/thert & aenoe 6\ neglect: ts 
CE Conn ts Gn with 


wont Hears fy Uporile, thar: me ſhould loye . aur 
Newk- 


[Y ) 
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(30) 


Toe oh ers, ee Preps let him not ear. | 


"tis rrue,) ſome Prophets have lived reſer- 

ly;yet {is Preſumption for us to follow them, till we 

rp their: ſpecial-Guide, .'ro wir, the Holy Spirit, in 
their meafure-rb direct us. 

\ Laſily, tho' as well in the practice as the ſearch of 
Religion we ought entirely to follow our Judgments and 
Reaſon, yet ought we in both caſes in all Humility to 
fling our ſelves ar the Foot-ſtool -of God's Grace, and 
not to rely on our own Strength, our own Ingenuity, 
our own Courage, bur humbly wo beg his: gracious Af 
me ne our t00 ara mO_— in botlh, 
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co think| und: todo, -asif thou wine wo dye ro Day; 
-andl arNightiro give an Accounr'of thy whole Life'; 
let the-fame Prudence direct thee equally in Tempcral 
and: ExernaliCdricertis: Settle:and thy Will as 
ix'were'-ro meet thine End'in boths-nay; 'defer nor the 
kaft Duty, !reficmiber' thou” are: nor-fure'ro command 
Time -or. ” Relutiop2o Mov 's how! knoweft thou 
bur his: NigltwvilÞbe thy laſs >> ol 7 

«i Further, |as*ris good ro haveiiour though well ſeq- 
Foned in rhe:Morhing; as'-it : will be apr Religiouſly ro 


Affect us atiahe day after; fo by Lodnems ought we to . 


_ neglect Prayers/or Medications theti';- and:asfir will 'be 
good ro examine-6ar ſelves in the Evening, elle our Re- 
ligion may_be' apr ro degenerate ro Formality, fo 'ris 


pood, and: ind maliy ca Ince" t0'res | 


Sive- ir; . 441 vil (f 
© Excellent was the-Method of: 'great Seveea; he as fil 
firſt lying dowtg before this Reſt, 'examin'd his Breaft; 
cenſur'd his day's Actions call'd himſelf to an Account; 
fays he; My Soul; if  thou'do fo ho'more, I forgive thee : 
His Wiſe $i Ut rean tne tying by him, _— 
: m, 
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Y the” kiiowitig his Caſtor, 'nor* interripting hit.” 

Now, by _ he'k a kind of Diary of hi 

Vertues,” Improvein ent Sos hore | 

Action, that cervralh  Oblivioti'than Recollectiori:* 
« To conclude, as'to Bufineſs; remember we 1 a ſerve 

God'in every Acticn'we do, how heartily'thay'v X 


Thou, ”O Lord, haft ears d the Earth; that we cannot well 
fabfit without Labour, 'T 'am"tontent therefore to Folloid* 
what thou baft ordain d towards the ed, png 
Mankind, I can willingh bear and obey thy" Sde# fel Laws 
ndy, I do all things in "love to thee, Y "regard nehing for 
my own' ſake; int ed thou art eat,” my only 'end, "mp" 
all in'all, and- that not-in tor YE AAA 'Beart wiſe:" © 

- Reflect now, my Friend, what” rrowuble is ag 
ſerving God, utileſs whar Su Sear ( credires 2” Thow” 
ſeeſt thou mayſt' ſetve him /and thy ſelffeek thy own” 
wll-fare in his Obedience ; how -rrfly theitias-Cheift 
faid, My Take #'eaſir, and my" Burdet ligh 


#7 And is not- 
this. enough almioſt to raviſh thee with-Retigion? Belides,' 
when Religion enjoyns, thee ro. Honeſty and, F idelity# 
pero it = bar+ thine own Intereſt i Dang 

tho erw6s' telith of the [greateſt cy'5 
nay, emi worldly Arheift,”: if. "he had Wiſdonr or* 
Ptudence, would'admire then. ”O 'the Excellency of: 
Religion ! the Riches of Verrue and Piery! Nay, when 
rhey enjoyns us Temperance in Pleaſures, rhey over and” 


. above Rewards us with/ the Health, pens ad 


liſfd OY they ive us. 
-  Humſiity, 


Fe is "idk 4 greater, a more confiderable Vere 

in Religion, and Morality, than Haumiliry ; 5 little 
proud and bubble Man' vaunts himſelf 'in haughrineſs; 
rieither conſiders mor underſtands what he really is, bus: 


| C 2 gacock- 
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4 deabuipg and wag. 


p53; ym .0 nth 0, Pcerogaraves, no, ya to 
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Ver. art 

bur aps Scourge for rheir faulrs ; think Dy Con the 
change : Thou haſt great Knowledge and 
EIT, does it advantage thee? All's n= B="p 

thy rin Koa is bur like the gropin Hts w_ blind from 


thought ro thought, .iv/ cannpty fa from Dearth, 
and then ar beſt thy Knowledge will = bur laborious 
Ignorance to thee. 


Nay, haft thou Wiſdom and Knowledge, live and 


Veto pond | 


EET ho ty gre 
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gd, up os nos doge well, - 
doe Contuſion, ro; Hell, 'ro Exernal 


96-4b8cyile. find thy, Gf. the greazer Devil 
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Ft: Self-denyl i thiie | ry; . 
"thc c—_ d; Whe 
little finifter biaſles of ch greys 
Inrricacies arid NEWes *8: for this yur VA Bi 
be Converted, amd Been as (Yang he 
wiſe thoſe corrn EDIQDY which / tt ave Bi 
remaagh Ly ns > ms PII 
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fAiſetn thoſe Truths, which to Tn hea oh cara 
the Sit 'at Neon-day. 

We have afi exriaordiry Exarhþ1ei&f OlrMt th vile 


, Whs, tho? he were God art Lora of '#h, ak 
ut nſtructisn, beeknt* Per Bhd fervite 3 tt a he 
were a King, refuſed Antehancs une Spitnatnel3 We 
' may ſee the wanr of ir in the Young Man thar came ro 
Chriſt, bur would nor ſell his Poſſeffions : Indeed now 
we cannot propoſe a Nuty like what we could then, by 
ſerving him with a rambling and reaching Poverty, bur 
if it ſhould be neceſſary thar Dury would engage us 
now as well as the Young Man 

However art this inſtant Self-denyal ought ro make 
thoſe thar are grear Poſſefſors, as if rhey poſſeſſed nor 3 
they ought to efteem rhemſelves only as God's Stewards, 
firſt, ro Sed themſelyes, and next, for Charity, others; 
thoſe rhar value their Lives to preſerve them,where con- 
fiſtent with Piery and Verme, aterwile 1 ro be ambiri- 

, "FA =__ 


ER: 
-pi and leave them's:-this'is thar great Re 
CN: fo. much by Chriſt to Nicodemus,- i 
- ther;chus Self-denyal is'of {o;excellent;uſe ro us, that ir. di- 
{pes lirde perplexiries, 'ir ſers a limit ro: gur Reſalurions, || 
2nd cyeares an happineſs ſteady and. eyen like the Saings || 
1n Heaven ; and 1s fo beneficial to us, rhar ic ought in | 
ighet: Prudence to be encouraged. Now, the beit Me- 
ro 


ns. Wwe 


- rhat, is to 5 tunden on i, practice it, and 
little xXperiments to eat ows elyes to a degree 
} Saba ein it. * / gr | 
A. Germs Benefit and M Method coward this Self: de |; 
nyal, is to Dedicate our ſelves,” and all we poſſes, ra | | 
God ks is the ſureſt Monitor, the ſureſt Director to- 
yards free-Nedication to Religion-and Vertue ; and 
we ought ro do, nat anly.as'we; are all of Natural 
I -bur as'we are his by Redemprion, and as 
- our very. Chriſtian Faith makes us. (unleſs we are Re- 
robares.) Profeſſors of this Duty. 
Bo ' :Tq cpuclude,. he is well inſtructed in this Dury, who 
4s; 'thankful- in; the midſt 'of AMidtions, whom norhing 
pleaſcs- bur: God, wha when he has loſt his Comfort, 
| ing of his Duty, bur is {till the ſame when God 
es bis Face tawards' him ; and a Man may ſuffi « |; 
iently fee the miſery in the want of this Dury, in the 
[ the ſeveral Sects and Factions'in Religion: 
ſee how prpadly:'Men - admire their own, all are in-the | 
Fight.3 and ;pqne make any ſteps rawards a Charitable | 
nee, -but rather chooſe to ſee the World in | 
| or wich-one-anorber No es 


7 


By this ſhall you Ron 208 are e 99-Diſiphs, that 
| you love one another. - 
6  Tgive es you new Commanimen, ther 2m love ne 
| ' BÞs another. x 
(C Hari 5 ge Dy tn ling loggers ; Char Z 
riry in Divinity is like Good: Nature-in Morality: 5: 
to be ſhewn.upon eyery Opporruniry. of -gur being able, 
to affift our Neighbour, whether Rich.or Poar, whether 
in their Good Name, Riches, or-otherwiſe, and: whe-; 
ther þy Advice or Aid ; indeed Charity engages: a good 
Man to his very Enemies; when he receives Injuries, 
| he. grieves rather, for. the Malice of him that. injures: 
him, than for his qwn ſuffering ; when he is perverſely 
«li unjuſt he deſpairs pox, bur hopes by time: ta, reclaim. 


Chari pufferh nar. up, Charity i is not contentigus, 
1s credulous of good Reports, incredulous. of 

bad, Merciful ; Charity is ready to..do good, will by: 
no means difoblige, ordo ill 3 in ſhort, Chariry duly fol- 

| lowed, will bring us ta that Golden Rule of our Sa- 
viour's, To do as we would be done unto. | 
Chariy drives away Enyy, Pride, - DE wiſhes 
all rhirigs in Common : Chariry di/lipates Revenge, Diſ- 
ſembling, gives drink ro the thirſty, harbours the ſtran- 
ſl ger, clothes the naked, and viſits the fick and —_ 

'd, bur: yer neither of theſe Actians is Charity, if 
done rather from render-heartedneſs and temper, than 
love to God and Dury, as St. Paul ſays, Faw "y 
" ro ie Gar mee not Cir t% noths | 
ut above all the breaches of Charity, our 6$ 

of Religion. are the greateſt 5 we damn all Seds bur 
our own, we Perſecure them like Dogs, as if the Mar 
C 4 joriry 


(3s) 
jority of Men were not fit to live; we hedge in the 
grace, ax 
whar God intends useyen inCormmon with the Heathen, 
nay; if we have any ,-we reſerve it with- 
In rhe compals of otir ids; ro our little Parties 

ny 'd the rhouſandrh 
| of the Creation of S: yation, as if our 
"I were intended as Vermin to be deſtroy'd. 

"14k for Chatirptn Ylorioud Gifts-ahd Foundations, is 
like Sacrifice without Salr, bur rhe painred- re of 
Als, which ſoon WH-pugifie -antl: corrupt mwardly ; 
ſuch Chariry indeed, like others, hath Cope: T= 

- bur Bur 190 frequently advance Vice . more than 45 


amore 19k ann, of ee Oe X Cate ow LY nov, 


bean pens ba tr fe IOfetrinent, nes 
det a petpetial cenſiirs and account, ahd nor made Nets 
for Drones and Chenrs to be nouriſhed in. | 
; Would you build'sn Hoſpiral with your ſhare of Cha- 
ba Pray, why'catinot you eruſt your Heirs in beftow- 
izas well a5Ehrivpy and Thdigent Hofpiratiers? Why 
you erect convenietit Houſes, tbr your poor, de 
—_ and-decayed* Husband-men and Work-men ? 


And a cahnot you propice for the publick Enterrait- 
dre com * And 


ly ew poor Strangers and 
by Example, and Principles ahd: Precepts, induce 
47,00 upto emp 

9 Ax Gr [the quantity at Olarkey, neyer beſtaw 
fs fnuck, 5 tt ſapair your main Eftare j remember you 
are to be always doing god, and you had betrer 'rruſt 
your ſelf in yo ; than others,” by giving it all 
2way. at & gtur. Burrhcy, tet fot - yout tod 8 reat Cha- 
rity render- you incapable of living live others; the 


- Countenance of grear Charitable Men is nor . only the - 


beft'Example, bur- often more powetful and beneficial 
— its {eff / . 

But yer defer toe Ohariries til Dedch, for cerrainly, if 
> Rio it ri rightly, he thar ' doth ip, is rather Li 
beral of ix. whe. than his own s beſides rhar, the 
— rome rare plicarion of - it to 
| --—qocaandarertgo pc Carty G impre 
ently, 


and -mneleſe- 
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x67 bnly does ne 'brr p 
thernſelyes for Gefire. 
© ».-.v 
« |) Payer. ; 


T H E moſt rational and conſequently the beſt Wor- 
ſhip rhar can be paid to God, is Prayer 3 now, 
Prayer is an Humble Addreſs ro beg a Favour of God, 
| ah ACt not ro be offered at By an Ehemy, bur a Cour- 
_ © rier; a Favourite, a Loyer, a Friend, therefore thar Man 
1s inconſi derate and fooliſh thar Prays without Repen- 
tance, ' either with impure Hands, or Malice in his 
carr. 
. _ _ As ro the manter of our Prayers, *ris good to obſerve 
| Order and Method, nor that we are to think of 
able.to Pray perfectly, bur in reſpect ro God, who hates 
Confufiort ; *ris certain we Gannor contrive how to Pray 
for all things in particular neceflary, and 'ris as certain 
that in long and parricylar Prayers we are very likely 
to Pray for Curſes as well as Bleflings 3 and x Bred 
we are to eſteeni our Prayers a R » a Dury, nor 
aa Limig or Bound to what we Periripn., 
Further, 


Sod. 
© -- 


' nat. 
Pon para raping; = gs 
our Peririons, to try our Faith ; Es 
denies us what we ask, becauſe he knows will be 
chievous ro us. In all caſes therefore we mutt 
our ſelves ro fubmir to the Will of God. t 
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PART IV, Car. 1. 
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CUickedneſs general. 


K x + = 1'S rhe popular Pea, Plor,and Decoyof wick — -* 
'F- . Wiſe, and Shrewd Men on their Party, as if 


none bur Fools wete Honeſt, and Eunuchs Chatte 3 but 
ro confure them, rhe bett way is to appeal to their pri- 
yare, their retired Thoughts and Recollections, that rhe 
poor giddy Fools are perpetually. check'd , diſtracted, 
and ar laſt plunged by their ſtified Reaſons: into a per- 
perual Deſpair. Yo minds. 47 
*Tis rrue, wicked Men ſeem ſhrew'd, becauſe they 
uſe all means in Actions, right or wrong, good. or evil, 
whilſt the Vertuous are limired in their meaſures, con- 
4 fine themſelves to one ſide only : 'Thus rhe Murderer is 
' ſhrewd in Reyenge, whilſt the Mild and Religious for- 
gives Offences ; rhus the peryerſe Man ſeems fhrew'd in 
Arguing, the Back-birer and Buffoon. ſeem norable in 
Reflections, . in Wir, and ſharpneſs of Intellect, whilſt 
the Religious Man in Chariry hates ro ſpeak-with bir- 
rerneſs, ro beſpatrer rhe Innocent, or ro Triumph over 
Men's failings. | 
Did all the Nation decide'their Quarrels by Duels, | 
and give themſelves to Idlenefs, Jolliry, and Chearing, 2 
where would be Laws?. Where were the Induſtry even | 
necFary to ſupport us from ſtarving ? Did all Men al-: 
low themſelves in Perjury, where could any Man have 
ſecurity -for his Life or Eſtate rwa Minutes? _ ... 
 Whar.is rhe Rhetorick of wicked Men's Diſcourſes, 
bur Oaths and Curſes, Ornaments that. even dread a 
pious Ear > What. their Wiſdom, bur a baſe, weak, fi-. 
* niſter Cunning * Whar rhe Morive thar moves them ta 


their courſe, bur a Cowardly, ſluggiſh Spiriz 7 har 4 


—_ VOY WA IIs > ee a 
- 


IT Bt PPOIT > 

yer rhey taind no thoſe earrimon ; 

| which therlelves ſubltt by. ES | mM: 

Were all Adulrerers; who would make care 'in Edu- 

Wc mare =unafimer dares > peaceably knir- 

\ up in Families? Were all RON wp thogld Top: 

and reconcile our; ly Dibedere hat, we love 

ers and Laws, that we may have 

| rhe farkafiticn of intettupring ther: I nary 
We Act the Devils part, we are hot contehr ro 

| Gilpſelves, but we canmor bear with what is good ; we 

ir, 'difdrdee ir, and a3 thwuch as, our abi- 


_ Utes 
ape wet 00 66 OE UNNEE: of ths 
, Fret WH t if atiſe of # ly, + 

remember rheir miſerable ends, Rl think wie Thibes 

piry them ; do but obſerve, and "thou ſhalt ſe how they 
Proceed from one degree of Vice to aridther, till at laſt 
e Laws lay hold of them 5 but if fot, they dye 

Tipe for a dreadful and hortible Judgment; and whit 

ty injure or te thee line who Earth, 


\, Lou Sur doubt fariefaction From | the Hly 
One itz Heaven, to whotth be al Hohowe 
World wirheur end. mth. 
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planny 5 when Chrift inform'd us of 


E 4z ) 
" Further, when we conſider that bur Lives ate itt 4 
cbntinual $ Warfare, and that Grace and Sir 


piricual 
make their Conquetts but gradually upon ns, purſuant 
to the. large and various exrent of the Law of Nature, 


We camnor bur conclude rhar the greateſt fin mnſt be an' 


Apoſtacy, a total” defection and corrupt Refolurion;, 


Which is indeed: that Rebellion like the fin of Wirch- | 


craft and thar this is the fin of the Holy Ghoſt roo, is 
moſt-evident; ſince as God is molt juſt, he will nor, cari-- 
not make a fin by fancy ſo hainous bur by higheſt Wit- 
dom and Jaftice. 
'Furrher, the Reaſon of the fin Yluſtrares rhis more 
ir, there was no 
y blaſphem'd the Holy Ghoſt perſonally, bur only 
his Evidence by Chriſt's Miracles to convince thetri in 
their Conſciences;” if the fin had been intended of Pef-" 
ſonak 'Blaſpher 
rhe Father, for few knew who the Holy Ghoſt was, but' 
all knew that they ought to Reverence the Father 3 16' 
that- indeed the beſt: Idea I can conceive from Chrift* $ 
words of that fin;-1s-this Bla -againſt the Son of 


. Man, as liable and capable of being on miſtakes, ſhall 
. be forgiven, bur Blaſphem 


y againſt all the ſtrongeſt Evi- 
dences and Convictions of the Holy Ghoſt in our Con- 


; 7 ſcience, as the Caſe,of the Fews was, ſhews ſo compleat 


an Apoſtacy, fo rotal a Defection, and fo corrupt a Re- 


| Jolution, that as thereby a Man ſhews. his abſolure choice 
of Evil, fo is his $ piritual "Warfare" complear; all Aid 


from the Holy Ghott in all poſſibility its 'd, and con- 


ſequently no room for Pardon or Mercy letr , atid there | 
| fore the ſin never to be forgiven.” -- - 
_ ”*Bur' as our Spiritual Warfare is gradual, ad there 
Zh way be many 1effer Defectioris before this general Apo- 


ftacy, {o I ſhall fer 'our rheir ſeveral degrees, their gra- 


dual guilts, and by thoſe direct the Conulance of Men' $ 
Conſciences 


' The firſt degree is ſin againſt Joubring, and that thi” 


- ih doubr in its ſelf erroneous, © witnels' Sr. Paul's Ad-' 
vice abour weaker Brethren. The' Second, againſt Know-* 


e more- inveterate. © "The Third, againſt Solemn' 


| Deliberarion, Conſcience, and Vows. _ The Fourth Za 


at 


y,”Chrift would" rather have fpoken of 


; "Ca 43 » 
F 3 "$910 a Cuſfoit of Hiic The Fifth, 4 Cuſtom-tohard- _ +. © 
30 refs agtinſt Reproofs'and Sicknels.- + The Sixth, a Cu © 
EF ftom to the" love"of finin our. ſelves and others. The © <£ 
F Seventh and-Laft, not! the love-of one-or two fins only, -M 
bur of all, 'a'roral defection, a ſtate itrecoverable 1 fear: —F 
Bur 'as' for, ſins of 'Frailry, Paſſion, Surprize; or Igno- _—. 
mnkg ey ae imianyrd Human her yaw. 
ing,they*are incidems'to t body £ 
St. Paul would fo =. 49x RG | 
MER BE GL ho of 66 -- 
r is greater than-a-Ly& dr y 
- pocrihe, SHE and detifionz 'our Saviour: 
tells us plainly, Th## be Uo guilty: of- breaking ON: 
| Ea; # giiliy of all the Commandrnends: - Tis true in- 
 - deed, that as'Godiwill: judge 'Men by their own Con- - 
ſciences, toithoſe that'in Ignorance think'ſo, he will-deaf 
| with them by their -owh Meafure, bur-n realiry-rhere 
| # no diffetetice-between; a Lye, Blaſphemy,: or: Sacri- 
| ledge; for as we cannor hurt God by: either, .{o-'tisthe 
Conrempr of Gods Command and Preſence: is-the Of- 
fence, and-rhar may be as great ina Lye-as. in Sacri 
ledge, e, 'the'reſt-is but Conceit. © + 
3 - is a rrick'of *6tir ſubtle Tempter, Satan, becauſe | oo 
{ he cannot bring us immediately. to a total defection, thus, = 42 
to enervate the'force of fin, to 'perſwade us ſome fins b 
are hainous,- forme'almoſt innocent,” and ſo to delude us 
gradually from Corruption to Corruprien, till we make 
light of 'all.- Thus:rho' we commir. Fornication,” if we 
do no Idolatry, or Adultery, .we"think our ſelves:Inno- 
cent ; if we Steal, and do TT we - 
think God appeaſable, and make as.it were 


only the Criſis of our ſtare and 
wrerched ſinner proceeds pore ol 


& his Fallacies, and his regs pats. end in LO—_ 
"> Confuſion. | 
| O the depths, the ſubtilries of Satan ! What might 
| we nor fear, had we nor infinire Wiſdom to' ſearch and 
en wadane: eng DTIC Eres mages jc 
urprize enou h, - and nor ro'-encourage run 
Ns Hos - aa and SOT drags mg 


44). 


'Ta copelide,- 35 19: what: may: beialled gedy rhas Gram 2 f 
fins axe capable of repais,/ obers. note the: dikingtion.is þ 
idle, there is ng Injury,, God Gangs. ang, wall; porcroer © | 


pair; indeed te a. Worldling {epley.a repair of 2 Man's 


Fits, of 8 Widow apd Orphen ſtate after Muyher; 


ſecs great, but what is. it 19 4 Divine. tefgn'd Mingi 


a dup {enle. of the Providence of God ?., Indeed Myr 


der is Qompmonly: a: greater fin in Men thana Lye, ben 
cauſe according to their Conſriences. it ipplics.2 greatep 
Dapravity, Conrradictianinels, and, Rebellion, and has 
uhaily. more-Solenn Confideragign, : bi tis, the: Cons 


remapt alone has, inapcts the; Sans as 2BP8AYS plainly | 


Date and ParJueye'r ric: 
Ng Gas. lice or incond derabla 
how mean hone it; Dy" APPRAT 5. 1 HoW many Perſons 
dy theſe unhappy Miſtakes have ran,ivzo.deſpgar for fing 
ef Frailty;. of::Sugprize,: of- Paflion, and for invingble 
Ignozances > Ani not knowing baw.to. judge of their 
Salvations, they judge. rhevaſel ves: Þy. every: txifle thay 
erofles/their fancies and take God Eondenyn them, a3 
* wete, far pieking.of-Siraws. - I malt confels, I know 
not Whar to — to thoſe, who, of determined Malice 
vefitt che. know: Frath)of Gud, kei dggpies and Srp- 
Afis 5. 'that :by: premaegurated - Conntel conteran 
the Law of. God,. thas- 1 nt; needs fay,. 1 cannpt buy 
think the greas fln:anco; death, 1. Fel 54.2364 Heb. 6:4, 
$4. Hrbk-36.27.. Bus far Þrbers; tis the. orflinary pronmile 
ob the Goſpel, chatiRepentance.ſtall 45"ne hon ognbewaed 
maven fn pore anc , 


— ORD > © 5. 
Perverlencls, Sctuples. | 


AS ir hath pleaſed Gad: ra place v5haw fo Trjnkaed 
for: rhar purpoſechas.givemus a Sacred; Law, ſo are 
there belonging 101it rwaprelimuary; Guilis, as faral as 
even the Track of the Law it ſelf, The Firſt is will 
Tenorance, 
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'& and Pen thar gives us intelligence of it, 


( 45) 


 Jenorance, when knowing we have' a Law,” 'we will 
# not acquaint our ſelves with ir. - The Second; when we! 
| know and are acquainted- with our Law, we” will not + 
underſtand it aright, we will ſcruple and doubr ir, rill - 
| we bring it to our Luſts ; we will by perverſeneſsand + - 
| croſsnels deſtroy rhe very intent of it, and Juttifie our 
own Irregularities by the Inrerprerarion of it. ' 

” _ Now, according to this, our Tryals and Judgments ' 
. depend -on three Crifis's: Fhe firſt; of wilful Ignorance, * 
- the Caſe of rhe Heathen, Rom. 1. 2. 'The ſecond,” on-' 
| - Perverſeneſs, Scruples, and Doubts, the - Caſes of - Da- 
© than, and Abiram, and Saul And the laſt; of Obe- 


FF dience to the Law, the common Caſe of Chriſtians. 


Nor-is-our Tryal, as to wilful Ignorance and Per- 


1 | verſeneſs, otherwiſe than in rhe caſe of fin, and our 
*. Obedience ro God's Law ; it begins by degrees, Men 


flatter themſelves: ſome Ignorances, ſome croſneſſes are 
innocent, and fo long as they obſerve whar they think 
main Trurhs, all is well; as for the reſt, they think 
* light of : Thus by degrees the Devil abates all ſenſe in 
us,rill ar laſt we become quite Reprobare, perfectly Apc= 
ſtate, and perverſely arrive at the Fes extream Bla(- 


4. phemy and wilful Ignorance againſt the urmoſt Evidence 


| of the Holy Ghoſt by Chriſt; rather than' believe him, 
we - will attribute his pious Miracles / and Intentions , 
how inconſiſtently ſoever, to the Devil himſelf. | 

- Whar bur PefFerſenefs makes the fin of Herefie þ So 
horrible? a Guilr one would think ſufficiently branded in. 
Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, ſo much , that one can 
hardly excuſe ſome Sectarids of pertinacious Madneſs 
for their ſtubborn Diviſions, bur let them reſt in their 


- Lerhargy, I am fure' the laſt Trumper will couze 


them. - 

Bur if Men are inclin'd to amend, the beſt way to 
avoid this Guilr of Perverſeneſs, is, ro ler their Minds 
be Paſſive, Indifferent, not believe even an Angel, if 
he ſpeak nor convincing and reaſonably, and ro obey | 
every an evil Spirir, if he ſhould rruly convince - us of 
our Dary ; to love nothing like Truth, and ro ſeek: no* 
thing'in compariſon of it, ro congratulare eyery Tongue 


Nay, 


"96. 


. :Nay,not;-offly this in. matters ſerious, but in our” 
lighteſft,qus frivolouſeſt Converſations, the leaſt Perverſe- 


neſs infects us, if it does not taint us, and if you once 
break - the' Sacred Chain of Truth, you begin to err, 


- 


and her Che is loſt for ever. | 
To conclude, under Perverleneſs likewiſe may be 
very well rang'd Drolling, Ridiculing, and Fleering to 
reſiſt the Truth we cannot gain-ſay ; ſo likewiſe Cavil- 
ling, Wrangling excuſes the vain Philoſophy, St. Pa fo 
much ſpeaks of, the Wiſdom, or rather Craft of this 


World; when Met: having once ftubbornly fix'd them- 


# 


ſelvesro'Principles,they wyer-draw all Truths to the pro- - 


portion. of their Idea's, their ill-fram'd Notions, and 
Argue ee how ro defend their Cauſe, than for the 
truth of 1t. 
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=P Cap. V. 
_ - Wilful Jgnozance. 


JE 1s not ehough. to ſlur over-our Duties by a' careleſs 
E Security, for ſince God has fix'd our Duties in our 
Hearts, bound us up at leaſt by Natural Religion, we 
are 4blig'd as Creatures to examine off Duty, and ro 
A& in Confotmity and Obedience ro it, as the grear 
end of our Creation ; nay, if we examine aright, ftub- 
born Ignorance is like ftanding:mure, is equal to wiltul 
Guilr, and ſhews an equal depravity in the Will. 
Bur yer remember roo a good Man may offend a 
Law, and not fin againſt it; I offend a Law, when I 
break it 3 bur Tony fin againſt a Law, when TI either 
offend it knowingly; or in a wilful Ignorance, for by 
Chriſt's own words, If we be blind, we can have no fin: 
Now, what ſearch is ſufficient ro excuſe us of wilful. 
Tgnorance is eafie and Evident; I muſt ſer aparr ſome 
zime, to ſearch the Law, I muſt ſearch ir impartially, 
with all my Heart ; but I am nor bound to omir other 


Duries, by giving my ſelf roo much to this ſearch, 


' 


Nay 


we -_ 


a Amy, ov. ... . 4. yt oc PE Re ET See 31.9% > 


_ 
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- Nay fufrher, I have no Obligation upori me to ſeatcli 
Secrets, nothing but- my Practicab Duty, Deur.:29.29. 
The ;Prophefies of Daniel and rhe Revelations, by their 
various laterprerations plainly. declare the Necetlity as 
well as Prudence of 'this Command ; . thoſe with orher 
places require us: to, have the Key of God's Holy Spirit, 
as w_ as Meer Fancy and. Judgmeti. to Inrerpret 


Fea. by, this-we ought. to. learn, that in the 
Practice of Religion we 6ughr: not ro make our Duty a 
Chymera, an unpracticable Bug-bear, and yer we ought 
not to-have fo looſe a Rein, as to encourage Libertiniſm z 
we oughr to lay ir as a general Maxim, Thar there cari 
be no. Sin where there is ho Law, except in. the caſe of 
wilful Ignorance and Perverſeneſs; and no Man is guilty 
of wiltul Ignorance and Perverſenels, where he has al- 
ways had a deſire, ftudy, and inclination to inform hin 
ſelf of his Duty. Rom. 1. 2. 
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Cas. vi 
Gows, Daths. 


T Lhicitum vovehs vovendo deſtruit votum, ini which caſe 

it avails nor whether the thing vow'd be a greater or 
keſſer Evil, fince no Vow can oblige a Man to whar is 
really Evil; "tis as unlawful to rell a Lye ro fulfil 'an 
Oath, as 'ris ro Murther a Man ; and as it's impoſſible 
that God ſhould love to have ill done, fo is ic impoſſible 
that he ſhould engage us to it, purely becauſe we have 
yow'd or promis'd it, fince rhe Nature of good and 
evil {till remains, notwirhſtanding the influence of any 
Vow, Oath, or Promiſe wharever, and is in rhe Eye of 


God and Reaſon only 'Obligarory. And thus ir happens 


that the Vows of a Servant, or Wife, may be good in 
part, and void in parr, as confiſtent with their prior 


Dury and A __ 
D Furthet, 


=. 


(48) 
” Futther, thar the Superſticious Notions of Vows and 
Oaths:has been wrong, ought not therefore to make us: 
follow, them ; *ris true, {inthe Reformarion we owght 
to preſerve Piety; and not contemn what is Sacred, and 
yet we'ought to examine 1ſo-fincerely roo, - as not to leave 
our ſelves partial blind and. confus'd'in the marter, ro 
follow Moſeical Ceremony: 4 1 | 

Whar, ſhail a Man not pay his Debts, becauſe he has 
vow'd he will not ? Muſta Man ſtarve or murther him- 
{eſf, becauſe he has ſworn ir * This were for a Man to 
ſet up a new Law. in'oppoſition to God's Sacred Law of 
Nature, and by Artifice ro ſubvert the moſt Holy Will 
of God. Now, Humariity and Charity are as grear 
Debts as a Bond, and from thence if I Vow not to pull 
off my Har ro anorher, even that is'void alſo. 

Upon this therefore I conclude, that no Vow can 
change our ftate, or bind our liberty, ro confine our 
ſelves againſt yams of good, 1s an ill, and it is the 
only power of a Vow to bind us to a known Dury from 
a known Evil, or in a thing indifferent ; nay, if any 
thing vow'd be indifferent, if rhe Confinement in the 
leaſt frer us, to injury to our Body or Mind, it from 
that inſtant becomes 111, and ceaſes ro Oblige us, as not 
indifferent ; for from rhar inſtant any Vow engage us to 
a thing the leaſt imprudent, *ris evil and conſtantly 
void. 

Further, a Vow may engage me to rhe greateſt Self- 
denyal, fo as confiſtent with my Duty, bur not to the 
leaſt Evil A Vow to fling away my Wealth into the 
Sea, is void 3 but I may Vow all I gain to the Poor, bur 
yer then I muſt reſerve me Maintenance, and beſtow it 
with diſcretion. So I may bind my ſelf from Wine 
and Fleſh, bur if ſo their want impair my Health, I muſt 
uſe them. ' So I may bind my ſelf from going into rhe 
Country, till my Health,. or a better Service from God 
and my. Country require it, but I muſt never thereby 
obſtruct the advancement of any greater Good, or Ta- 
tent. ..So-if I Vow to go to Reme, if I cannot propoſe 
good by-'my Journey, the imprudence of it makes 
void in neglecting my Buſineſs. So tho' it were to go 
but half a Mile, the evil is the ſame. ky 
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So likewiſe to ſerve a Man's Country in the beſt Em- 
ploy he is capable of, is every Man's Fundamental Du- 
ty, and to neglect it is to bury our Talents jn a; Nap- 
kin ; therefore for any Man to vow ſuch a Vow, as en- 
gages him from his beſt capaciry-of: ſerving: his Coun- 
try, is of its {elf unlawful, and #pſo fatto void; as ir for- 


* 


bids an apparent Dury,and makes us;as it were, Drones; 
and uſeleſs in. rhe Commoen-wealth we live in. ©. i 
_ - To conclude, ſuch breaches of Vows and Oaths, lik 
the Caſe of Corban, are no fin; being. of. ' themſelves 
yoid, bur the raſh making of 'them was a fin;; {o'-rhey 
have nor the guilt of wiltul- and. black: Perjury, .as' the 
World too often and confidently miſtakes, bur miſtaken 
. Reſolution : A falſe Witneſs is  guilry of wilfal Con- 
rempt to God, and Injuſtice ro Man ; bur in this cafe 
we have nothing more to repent.of than this, that we 
roo lightly call'd God to Witneſs to.a Reſolution nor.well 
weigh'd, confider'd, and underſtood 5 if this were a fin, 
how could the Fews leave their Vows to the Law on 
Chrift's Converting them > How can the Husband 
break his Marriage Vow by a Diyorce, for the cauſe of 
Adultery, and be guiltleſs ? 


Cap. VII. 


P2omfſes, Leagnes. 


T Hough there be many things may make a Promile 
void, although confirm'd by an Oath, witneſs the 
caſe of Adultery in Marriage ; yet Juſtice in many caſes 
will bind a Promiſe ſtronger than a Vow, becaule of rhe 
expectance and dependance thereon, and its neceſffity 
in Commerce and Converſation, and yer little, perty,de- 
 liberative Promiſes to ones ſelf purely, as, Fle go to 
- London to Morrow, T'le buy ſuch an Horſe, they have 
no Obligation ar all, bur leave the ſpeaker. free to di- 
ſcrerion, as declaring no complear ſertlement of his Re- 


ſolurion. 
D 3 Further, 
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Further, no.Promiſe can engage me againſt Self-pre- 
ſervation 5 *tis:not Lawful/ for me r6 lay down wy Life 
ro lave:my Friends, I owe my" Lite only:'ro God:3- and 
yer I may joyn with my Friend eveii-ro-Deiitlt in a good 
Cauſe; bur then I mult Martyr-for the Caule 'of 'God, 
and nor. my Friend.. 'So if 1, promiſe' ro'g0-a Journey, 
Emult nor go it there happen a dangerous Tempeſt at 
the time ro.endanger my:-Perſon. Soif Tam a Scrvatit 
#1 promiſe what is/inconfiſtent with my Service, 'ris 
yoitbby means of 'my prior Engagement.” - —- © 
' Further; Leagues,” or Promiſes, tho* not confirm'd 
with-Oarhs, oughr'ro beiequally Sacred with thoſe rhat 
are; as T have faid formerly, there is no difference be- 


tweeh a Lye and'Perjury; bur in 'the Conceit and For- | 


mality, the fin is the'fame'. in its ſelf 5; and a Lye may 
many times have more'/Gwilt, more Cofitempr, rhan an 
impudenr Perjury :- So'F muſt nor equivocate,. or ſtrain 
the words of my Promiſe, and yer if they are propos'd 
me knowingly doubtful, T may rake them o. 2 
'\. Where therefore we have made Promiſes, and we 
| have reaſon to judge rhem faithful with whom they are 
made, we oughr' itrictly to obſerve [them ; but when 
they are made with Perlons falſe, ejrher by Practice or 
Principle, they are iſo fats void (tho? confirm'd 'by 
Oath ) being contrary to the moſt Sacred Laws of Selt- 
preſervation ; bur yer in ſuch caſe we offend God by 
| Treachery, indeed black Perjury, by offering to engage 
our ſelves where we cannot. | 


For inſtance, 'tis impoſſible ro make a League with - 


a Papiſt, who can not only-by Principle ſwear whar he 
intends nor, bur diſengage himſelf from Oaths by Equi- 


vocations, or otherwiſe, at pleaſure. And as Leagues 


and Promiſes are mutual im their Obligation, and are 
otherwiſe of no force, 1o is it. impoſſible there can be 
Faith obliged too with Papiſts ; and if there be any Me- 
thod ro make agreement with rhem, ir-mult be by S&c- 
curities and Hoftages;z' Witneſs the late Perſecution by 
IB Soo nd 
' So If a Man has been known to be falſe to his Pro- 
miſes by practice, no mutual Obligation can rye a Man 
to Fidelity to him, *ris againſt the Law of Self-prefer- 
Pe Pep; og ES 4-4 PR ; 6 vation 5 
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vation 3 and yer if there be nodanger of Life,: but an 
ly.of ſome Temporal damage, and Linake:adugle,'nor 
mutual Promiſe xo him, I am engagid- +6 \Fideliry ;: fo! 
if 'in a muual Protniſe: the falſe Pedfon: Jias actualy: - 
perform'd his part,: withour he give.me a Rdeale,:and: 
rhen I am diſcharg'd, tho' on\'Oath. * 5 wn 5 23 
; 
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| Repentance, Pottification, 


[I Epentance is a Duty ſq neceſſary, 1o effenrial ro the 
+ tubfiftance of Piery and Verme, thar conſidering 
our depravity and decay, wirbour it they are inconſiſtent 
and impracticable ; *ris this that rouzes us from careleſs 
Security, .1mproves our Spiritual Growth, and guards us 
againſt rhe degeneracy of Vice and Sin in qur Natures : 
'rwas the Method of Seneca every Night betore he {ſlept 
to ſearch and examine his Actions, and ro make a Re- 
pentance of what was 1ll. 

Now, to perfect ſuch an Examination and Repen- 
rance, *ris neceflary ro conteſs our fins, both as to num- 
bers, kinds, and degrees; and to proceed the more ef- 
tectually and imparrially, to do it with forrow, tro move 
our $pirits the more; and ro reſolve on an abſolute a- 
mendmenr for the furure, as to all Duties, whether Di- 
vine or Moral, and ro make it proceed fo, as to bring 
totth Fruir, 1 

Thar Repentance is a moſt confiderable Dury, ap- 
pears, that it was the fifft Lefſon thar Chriſt our Saviour 
Preach'd, and thar Mortifications advance it is un= 
doubredly true ;- but on the orher fide, *ris a moſt idle 
and ſuperſtitious witful Will-worſhip, to make our Mor- 
rifications Tyrannous, or to afflidt our ſelves with any 


other deſign than to forrifie and ſtrengthen our ſelves 


againſt our failings. | 
For inftance, T would Faft ro ſubdue my Luſts, Me- 
ditare and Read much, to conquer my Senſual Inclina- 


D 4 tions 5 
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Gons ;; bur-I-will avoid both, when they are nor. bene- 
ficial ; Faſting, when my Body is already weak, and 
Meditating, 'when the extream of it has already almoſt 
made'me Melancholy ; indeed to- uſe Fafting or Medi- 
rating then Debauches Chriſtianity, and makes ir turn 
to Fudaiſm, and Moſatcal Ceremony, 


— 
i 


im — .. b _———  — 


C AP, IX 
Judgment of Stnners. 


H E weaknefles of men's Minds are as various as 
thoſe of their Bodies ; bur when we reflect on the 
All-ſufficient Grace of God, we are weak to apprehend 
that he has'not an equal Care and Cure for one 
another ; we. preudly and confidently arrogare ro he 
ſelves, but from God only comes the: power of Action, 
and he bas promiſed all alike, not to ler us be tempred 
beyond our ſtrength. 

You accuſe God of giving unequal Courages in bear- 
ing Martyrdom : Thou Fool, than underftandeſt nor 
what thou ſayeſt ; Cowards by Grace have born thoſe 
Sufferings thar the bold and preſumpruous have ſhrunk 
at : Cannor he that made the Mind, fortifie it ? Can- 
nor he by, hidden Cauſes abate all Reflection of Fear, 
and ſuggeſt excellenr Precepts of Reſolution ? And what 
1s Pain, when diverted from the Mind ? Be humble 
therefore, and court, and admire rhe Affiftances and De- 
liverances of God. 

Fudge not, left thou be judged. Every Man is to An- 
{wer to his Maſter for and by himſelf, beſides we are 
. equally raſh, and fooliſh, and uncharitable, ro cenſure 
others, when we cannor ſee the motives of their Actions, 
tho' they be even Arheiſts ; how can we ſee where they 
are perverſe, where ſinning by frailty, where by con- 
tempt, where wilfully ignorant, where invincibly ? So 
that as 'tis the infinite Mercy of God that judges not 
Men by his own Idea's or Commands, bur by their 


own 
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own ſenſe of them, and forgives us our Offences, as we 
torgive others theirs, we do but thereby only Condemin 
our ſelves; and indeed how can we bur expect his Sen- 
rence then, when we do our ſelves what we diſallow in 
others ? | | 

Thou thinkeſt hard of thoſe that dye ſuddenly, thas 
want Preparation, as thouſands do in Battels ; rhou con- 
fdereſt nor thar thoſe Preparations are for-.che moſt 
part paſſionate, imperfect ; rhey may be real "indeed 
when a finner has nor been quite Reprobarte in' his Spi- 
ritual Warfare before, bur if they are,cannot God eafily 
fapply the Misfortune by his Mercy ? 

| The Standard of our Tryal, is our ſettled love of 

Good, and hatred of Evil ; and as ir cannot be thoughr 
thar our habitual Aﬀections to thoſe can be alrerd' in a 
Minute, fo our crying, Lord, Lord, will not do; and 
our death before Preparation, and after, will be juſt the 
ſame thing. + : | 

To canclude, *ris truly worthy to be noted, that 
when Chriſt repreſents the grear Day, he does not ſtare 
our great Examination to be of little Niceties and Spe- 
cularions, as if Salvation belong'd ro none bur the Wile, 
' to particular Sects of Religion; as if a Man muſt 
know Homoonfios, Tranſubſtantiation, and Purgatory 
ro be fayd, or believe Predeſtination, bur he tries us 
by our Chariry and Sincerity, whether we have fed and 
cloarh'd rhe Naked and Hungry, or nor, and whether 
we have calld on his Name heartily and faithfully, 
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Care. Xx 


T Har: God knows all Events, is. moſt undaubtedly 
= certain, 'tis impoſſible that he that; knows ,moit 
nicely the Th que) of all things, ſhould not-diſcern 
their Effects alſo, and þe able to Prognofticare and Pre- 
phecy every thing, rhar is; as it depends upon him.. Shall 

that makes a Watch, diſcern how-#t will. move ? 
Ard ſhall not the infinive wiſe God, by whom'all things 
and powers have their, niceſt Subſiftences, por know 
their Operations, Changes, Chances, and Abilities ? 

Further, tho* there be rhis preſcience in God, yer is 
it with all. freedom 5 not only God -were a:Lyar to his 
invitations to Wicked Men, and -zo make ſuch a mock- 
tryal: here by the Devil for us, bur Men were LLyars to 
themſelyes, nor ro diſcern their free-wills, that their 
Wills are- byas'd by Temprations or Pleaſures, is their 
own faulr, :and nor to be charg'd on-God, fince if they 
pleaſe they. may ditcern 'tis in their own powers to Re- 
medy_ them, ro cut them off, and avoid-rhem. 

Whar ſhall I lay ? Is it poſſible thar God can Create 
any thing, and not know its Event ? 'tis impoſſible. If 
ſo, what muſt he do? He muſt either have ng Juſtice, 
or no Creatures ; if he Creates them withour rryal, he 
has no Juſtice, which were an Imperfection in him, a 
Blaſphemy againſt him to ſay, Does his Preſcience cor- 
rupt his Juſtice, make him Parrial, he can have no. Creay 
rures ? Bur that it does nor, ir cannor, is moſt certain ; 
he is, and cannor bur be juſt ; he has created us, and 
he muſt fore-know our Events ; however our Tryals 
are clear, his Juſtice pure, and onr Wills free: So that 
if we cannot ſtand his Sentence, *tis our own fault, and 
nor to be charg'd upon God. _ * _ 
To conclude, doſt thou think this fore-knowledge 
hard 2 Take care to make thy own Intereſt in it ſecure : 

| - | War 
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Work out thy Salvation with fear and trembling ; if thou 
art elected, *ris to be by thy own choice, through thine 
own Will, fear riot bur thou arr fo too ; if thou ſeekeſt 
to God for it, he has promiſed Grace, indeed every thing 
thar's good, ro them thar ask it ; if thou doſt nor ask, 
if thot doſt nor receive, if rhon art nor elected, God 
cannot lye, 'tis thine own fault,  through- thine own 


Omiſſion ; and now thou art warn'd; beware thou de- 1o#- 


lay till it be roo late; Eſau had bur once the offer of 


his Birth-right, and thou knoweſt not how long God 


may bear with thee and thy delaying excuſes to the Ho» 
ly Ghoſt. God has no particular favour or affection, 
| his Promiſes are to' all/ alike, to give us Grace, not to 
ler us be tempted: beyond our ftrength, and he cannor 
"We | | | 


&. 
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Reverence of Authozity, 


HAT isa more common miſtake, than that {| | : 
wW Reverence follows Authority rather than Dig- 

- ity of Perſons, and yer whar is more Er- 
roneous ? If we were to be filent in traducing great 
Men's Errors, ſo as within the bounds -of Juftice and 
Chariry we may, how could we make Chrift our Ex- 
ample? He could call wicked King Herod a Fox, and 
term the whole, great, and learned Body of Scribes and 
Phariſees by the name of Hypocrites. 

- I muſt confeſs from St. PauP's recanting his calling the | 
High-Prieft a whited all, in Reyerence to his Office, 
we may learn to avoid all words of pure or meer rail- | 
ing againſt Authority ; bur where the Apoſtles had Ju- SJ 
ſtice on their fide, how Reſolute were they in vindica- 
ring Innocence, and #ccuſing Authoriry > How often did 
they accuſe and aſperſe the High-Prieſts and Elders, for 
being, as it were, the Murtherers of that Holy and Juſt 
One, Chriſt Jeſus? 

To conclude, Reverence belongs only ro Goodneſs, 
Verrue, and Piety ; and Vice, and Irreligiouſneſs de- 
ſtroy it, even in Authoriry. So, where is the Reſpect of 
a Father > When he is wicked, it degenerates from Obe- 
dience to Advice. Where is regard for Grey hairs when | 
they are vicious ? Ir is that they deſerve no Mercy. In \P 
| Youth there is ſome hopes of Amendment. Bur is thy | 
Father good, his Love is throughly tryed to be relied 
on, and moſt valuable. Are Grey hairs vertuous > They 
= ready, not giddy and changeable, like the efforts 
of Youth. 


Cavp. 
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Dbedience, general, 


E have three ſeveral Judges and Commanders , 
TV. God, Conſcience, and Magiſtrate ; God by Re- 
velation, Conſcience by Reaſon, and Magiſtrates by 
Government 3 yet theſe rhree, tho' ſomerimes contrary, 
are yer never inconſiſtent, and are Originally all equally 
- the Laws of God; nor are we to obey. or neglect the 
one more than the other, bur all with a meet Reverence 
in their due and reſpective places. | | 
| As for Revelation, 'tis to be tried by Reaſon and Na- 
tural Religion, and that they duly managd, can 'claſh, 
is impoſſible. And as to Government, tho' it may op- 
poſe both, yer is it conſiſtent with both 3 Natural Re- 
ligion enjoyns it to avoid univerſal Rapine ; and Reve- 
larion inſtirures Government as Sacred : And as 'tis im- 
poſſible that any Government can be perfect, fo to avoid 
the greater miſchief Barbarity, if Government dege- 
nerate, if it turn not ro manifeſt Tyranny, we ought to 
acknowledge it by a Submiſlion. 241 
Abſolute Obedience, *ris rrue, belongs ro none bur 
God, the All-wiſe .and upright King and Judge ; bur 
fince thus he is pleas'd to diſpenſe a degree of this Obe- 
dience for our good to his Creatures, we are obliged ro 
conſider in what meaſure and limirs we owe it them, 
that we may render as well Ceſar what is Czfar's, as 
God what is God's. | p 
Firſt, therefore no Slavery can bind a Man to Obe- 
dience in whar is Evil, we muſt ſooner Martyr ; ' nor 
can any Contract or Law bind us from the Law of Na- 
ture, a juft and innocent Self-preſeryation 3 for no Go- 
vernment or Contract can make a Prince: ſo Abſolute, 
er a Slavery ſo great, as to make Men ſtand like Sheep 
for the Slaughter cauſeleſly : A Government and Slavery 
indeed may bind a Man to a general, continual, and en- 
tire Servirude, bur further it cannor. _ Bur 


| (58) 
Bur as ro, our reſiſtance of Laws in ſuch caſe, which 
is far from Rebelling to derhrone the Stare, we muſt act 
by Natural Religion, and Notion of Juftice : If the Pu- 
niſhment be adequare, and the Law reaſonable in our 
Offence, as a Tooth for a Tooth, we ought ro ſubmir ; 
bur if nor, we arear liberry ro make Relittance, if pru- 
dently we may ; that 1s, if with hopes to eſcape, and 
not out of Malice to others ; for tho' a Law may remir 
of exact Jultice,. yer *ris void if ur exceed it ; and rhe 
Legiſlative, Power is bound ro take care they abple hor 
their Truſt. Len: = ye of x 
© For inſtance, if the Law be Death for Murther,-:the 


Puniſhmenr-is juſt, and I may not reſiſt in Conſcience ; - 


bur if ir be Dearh for Theft, which ought to be pu- 
niſh'd by a Werk-houſe and Slavery, the Puniſhment: - 
unadequate ; Self-preſervation- will never let me, nor 
Narural Juſtice oblige me ro: ſuch a Law, and I may 
- refilt if I canner flye for my Life 3 bur I may in no 
_ ether caſe refit bur for my Life, the Peace-of Govern- 
ment muſt ſway me then. ; 

Thar Chriſt would nor refiſt in this caſe, was, that 

he was actus'd of Blaſphemy;,, made Death, - as-mott 
hainous, by the peculiar Law. of ,God- himſelf, which 
. he acknowledged then in foree'; and fo the Law was 
adequare, and he ſubmitted ro a Lawful Authority, 
tho' in a miſtake of his God-head, bur that can be na 
excuſe for us wilfully ro fee our {ctves burcher'd. 
- As for Eccleſiaſtical marters,;a/Governour commences 
his Authoriry where God ends his ; he acts Lawfully in . 
executing God's Laws, and in Commanding what God 
has left indifferent. If the Subject is wrong'd, like Da- 
vid, he may flye, bur: not reſiſt, except [for Life ; for 
tae Magiſtrate in Lawful and inaifterent things is left 
the great and fole- Judge of Controverhfie ro Obedience, 
bur in all rhings the Maſter of Peace and Order. 

To conclude, do you think theſe Conditions of Re- 
verence and Obedience hatd ? Learn to be content with 
thy due, if rhou art wicked, thou deſerveſt neither ; arr 
thou good, thott needeſt nor fear, rhon ſhalt have borh; 
Piety, Verrue; and Sincerity, Command men's Minds, 
make Men Reverend and Obedient in ſpighr > _ 

; Cell 5 
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Teeth; ro fight againſt or' refit thoſe goods, is to tefift! 
God himſelf. and/*rwere theſe Excellencies made Chriſt 
ſpeak like: one having Anthority, as 'tis faid, | 
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K gs Command like - Gods, tho. they Judge like 
> Men; and we are bound to render to Ceſar the 
things that are Ceſar's, as well as unto God the rhings 
thar are God's. When they Command unlawfully, we- 
mult feparare the. thing unlawful from the Authority ; 
we mutt. refuſe.and decline the firſt, bur we: nuaſt Re- 
verence and not reſiſt the latter 5 nay, not only{ſo, but 
we muit not by violent Perition, or otherwiſe, ſtir up a 
refiſtance by others, Rom. cap; 13. ver.1.to 7. 1 Pet. 2. 
I 3,1 4N&9c. f =» 

Bur er, as Governments are nor all alike, ſo is this 
Obedience and Submiſſion, to.conform ro Government, 
not Perſons: The Apoſtle's Cominiands' are, 2oſubmit to 
every Ordinance of man for God's ſake 3 and rherefore I 
have not the ſame Obligation in a limited Monarchy as 
in an abſolute one ; in the latter I may rake all Advan- 
rages of the Government, rho! againſt my Prince, bur 
yer fo, as nor to diſturb his Government; I may con- 
rend with him by Law, bur: if-:he Oppreſs me by his 

Intereſt, I may nor Appeal to-Rebeliion. ? 2s 
| _ Wehave anevident Example of this in St. Paul him- 
ſelf ; did he: ſheepiſhly ſubamr:ro:be Nlaughterd by the 
Fews, when he could Appeal.to-Cefar ? Did he not uſe 
the urmoſt Priviledge of -the Law? And was he nor 
bound to it:by the Sacred and” Supream Law of 'Selt> 
. preſeryation ? X28 IN 
To pretend a Fure Divino for an Abſolute: Monarchy, | 
wherever there is a King, is ſo barbarous, ſo falſe an 
Abfurdiry, thar ir's pains loſt-ro anſwer it,; nay; who- 
ever conſults the Scriptures, finds Monarchy nor = firſt 
LFOrm 
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Form of Governmenr of: God's Inſtitation ; ſo that the 


Contract'of : Man is-in reality the only Obligation, and 
the only Rule of Obedience: And'thus David; . though. . 


annointed by God, yer waited the Peoples Choice too, 
2 Sam. 2. 3. 2” 7 | 

Bur yer in ſuch aafe, as I have faid, the Peace of the 
Government is 9a tho” not the Right of rhe Prince 
or Governour ; and-T may by no means diſturb rhe 
Government, tho' by Policy and Intereſt I may lawful- 


ly endeavour to defend it ; for ſhould Governments be 


difturb'd on the demand of every private Reſentment, 
as it is impoflible any humane - Adminiſtration can be 
withour imperfections, : ſo by! ir ſhould we make the 
Command of God, ' of ſubmitting ro 'Higher Powers, 
of none effect. dyes | | 

As ro War, .when a 'Man changes his Allegiance, Da- 
vid's Example ſhews we may lawfully fight againſt our 


Natural:Prince ; fo in caſe of his Self-preſervation, ro 


fave: his innocent Life, he gathered a Band of Men ; 
but atherwiſe while: we are:.under. his Prorection, we 
are bound nor to Rebel, to endeayour to Murther him, 
or diſturb his Government, but rather, where he is in 
danger of : Life, to defend him, 'and only defend our 
ſelves where himſelf Afaults us. 216 HE 

- In' Diſpure abour Title 'ro Government, every Sub- 
ject 1s equally Judge, and is-in Conſctence bound to fer 
up the /trueft and - juſteſt Proprietor. So: in change of 
Goverment, no Man is confin'd in Judgment and Choice 
by another ; indeed the ſhedding Innocent Blood ought 
in ſome caſes to Rule us, as: in caſe of a King de fatto, 
for then God confirms even Uſurpers, 1 Kzngs 14. 14. 
& 16. 2. Feeds ; 

- *'Tis the Policy, of ſome Governments to conceal and 


ſtifle ſuch. Truths as theſe,' as deſtructive to their Pro-- 


ject 3: bur this is bur the effect of Weakneſs, and its 
—_— Tyranny, when States had rather have their 
ubj Fools and Slaves, than Brave and Wile ; *ris 
a pretty Maxim, That Ignorance draws with the leaft 
reluflancy in the Yoke of Obedience, being of ſo ſheepiſh a 
Nature, that ſhe i no bodies Foe but her own. 
$1 1 Li t Beſides, 
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}} -\Befdes, -/tis a Subject nice and: darigerous to/ limit 
1 Civil Obedience, and yerro leave. it:ro: obſcurity, is ro. 


od 1 kave: men's thoughts. in Confuſion, ro make rhem raſhly- 


; 
? 


harbarous and' rebellious withour relief; to rhar ſach a 
fcrutiny'a good Prince: cannot diſlike; it:(ertles; his Throne 
the ſtronger ; bur Tyrants firive to. deſtroy! the juit-op- 


| - potion. of rheir Power, to. rogt- our the due Relief 0 


cheir Subjects, 
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- Paince De oſing, Guardianſhip. 


oo Government is groſly -abus'd, the Subject is 
YY left to, the Law of Self-preſetvarion, and the Au- 
thoriry ceaſerh ; ifi my Prince 'Tyrannically:Commaind 
my Death, I am to look on his Officer as a Murthererz 


if -he prove a violent Aggrefor, I may juſtly return as 


violent a Reſiſtance ; 'tis rrue, where the caſe is doubt- 


- ful, the Intereſt of Publick Peace and Order ought to 


{way us ; bur the caſe is different where the Invaſion 
of Liberty and Property is plain and viſible. 

Bur you will fay, *ris otherwiſe where I ſwear, not 
tro rake up Arms againſt him : No, no Oath can bind 
me againft the Law of Self-preſervarion, and all Qaths 
are void when they engage me to an Evil ; 'tis the im- 

cite Condition of the Matrimonial Vow, that there 

no Adultery'z nor can any Promiſe engage without 
a mutual Fidelity, and- all ſuch Oaths are'with a Salvo 


_of our Rights and Liberries ; ſo that" indeed the fate of 


Allegiance with or without an Oath; is ſtill the ſame : 
By an Oath, *ris true, one may Teſt and try men's Con- 
{ciences and Reſolutions, bur thar is all. 
Paſſive Obedience, and that Kings cannot err, are 
ſuch weak, ſuch frivolous Allegations, that 'rwere even 
folly to anſwer them 3; 'ris rrue on the uther fide, killing 
Kings makes eternal Civil Wars and Treaſons, and 
makes Kingdoms Booties and Preys; bur when. we 
cor 


( 62 ) | 
conſider that Thrones are ſotnerimes pofſe(&d by Nero's 
Men, 'thar delighr'ro enflame Ciries,; Murther, and Ra- 
vith for their Diverſions, that would' deftroy Mankind 
if they could ; furety we cannor-'efteem:Men bound by 
any Law to tolerate ' fuch Tyrants, like Sheep-.to. be 
flaughter'd, bur Depole them. - + --; 

Farther, -if a Prince: goes about. notoriouſly and. ap: 
parently to ſubvert . the Foundation of his Government, 
he ſubvyerts that by which he himſelf has Power, aid 
conſequently annulling his own Authority, ceales to be 


King ; bur yer in ſuch caſe we muſt judge like God, as ; | 
we hope to be judged our ſelves ; we muſt. pretermir 


Frailties and Paflions in Princes, we muſt nor Judge or 
Sentence them,rill we ſee them either manifeſtlyſperverſe, 
wilfully ignorant, or. openly violating our Laws : Re- 
member, if we have no Mercy, we can expect none. 
 Soif a King deſerts his People, goes abour ro enſlaye 
or. ſell them to another, or any orher way goes furiouſly 
about ro deſtroy them, or make: them miſerable, the 
moſt Monarchical Man ſurely cannot: bur-grant that ſuch 
Abuſes diveſt thoſe rhar are guilty of them of their whole 
Authoriry. REP-14 | Fo 

' So likewiſe Infancy or Frenzy; do moſt ay put 


Princes under the Guardianſhips of others, common Ex- 
| perience teſtifies that ;, and if ſo, ſurely for a Prince to 
20 abour ro deſtroy his Subjects, mutt forfeit his Autho- 


rity, and then 'ris roo dangerous to.truft him a ſecond ' 


time, tho* we forgive him. Salus Popnls Suprema Lex. 
To conclude, where ever any Evil or Imperfection in 
a Prince in humane probability ſeems removable, there 
oughr to be a Regency or Guardianſhip ; but where ir 
is immovable, likely ro be laſting, and of continuance, 


a Cruelry, either by Principle or Habir, then nothing | 


bur arrentire Depofing is to be admured of. 
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Cap. YV. 


Change of Government, 


WW Herein any Government 1s ill, *tis the Duty of 
_ every body in their. Stations ro correct it, bur nor 
| z to confound it with a wilful Zeal of violent Alrerarions, 
Innovations being as unjuſt as dangerous ; thus the Subs 
ject oughr nor ro fly to Revenge, to derhrone the Stare, 
nor the Executive Ars to derhrone the Legiſlanve, 
but to ler every thing have irs due Order, its proper 
| Place; nay, if the Monarchical Line is extinct, *ris ſafer 
/ to Elect a new one, than to hazard the dangers of No- 
| yelry, except the Form of rhe-State be horribly corrupt, 
intolerable. | S420 | SN \ 
Ib the proceeding Legal? Submit to little Miſcarrias . 
ges, private Injuries. Does the Officer abuſe you * Righr 


1 


| your ſelf, in Affaults, by Self-preſeryarion and Defence z 


- in Wrongs, by Appeals to Juitice. Does. the Judge in- 
jure you.? Appeal yer higher, or ſubmit, as in diſcretion. 
Is your King Tyrannical, and you near him? Obey 
him' in nothing unlawful our of Flartery ; counſel him, 
perſwade him, or leave him. Are his Faults ſmall, 
doubtful, and few ? Bear in Charity, continue with him, 
and tho? you obey him nor, - forſake him nor. Does he 
become horribly, barbarouſly, Tyrannical, Murdering ? 
Either retrear, and conſpire for general Safety ro ſecure 
him, as one at leaſt as bad as a Mad-man, an Idior. 

\ Further, are your State or. Laws Raviſh'd by one or 

{ many ? Do they openly or ſubrilly, bur plainly and no- 
toriouſly endeavour. to Slaye you ? Reſiſt, the Law of 
Self-preſervation juſtifies you, and the Conſpirators by 
the Abuſe have forfeited rheir Authority. | 
"Thus whilſt Chriſtianity was not rivertted ot efta- 
bliſhed in rhe Government or Contract, Men were bound -+ 
ro ſuffer, or fly for it ; bur -when, time had brought it 
from a Profefſion to a Properry, Men were no longer 

' B23 engag'd 
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engag'd to ſtoop to Tyranny and Ulurparion, bur might 


_ relieve ttiemſelves by Force; they might nor indeed ir” 


ſuch caſe contend for Chriſtianity, bur for their Govern- 
ment they might : Thus the Priefts drove Vzziah our 
of the Temple, and God perſonally confirm'd their 
Action, 2 Chron. 26. L7, 18, 19, 20. 
That an Afouiation iri this caſe is Lawfill, was the 
0 of - all. rhe Lawyers 4 and Divines, Proteſtants 
Ky [Ecapire. In Lither's tune 3 and un Ray 2 
tj Ys who  YIO lates TIT ins 4s much 
gainſt Rom. 13- a the Sabj Iect in &bettion, and by 
corrupting t the w, dethr AGE himfelf, and reduces wt 
ro Go Taw, of 1? Ts 
ov 


by: 20d Self- _—_—. 
" og re 1s Hl je Sectr | 


wy 2 As to that 1 oy: Shere' ie, To fot {6 
cure T them without Killing 1 het - A way toc 


*»2 3c" 


4th l 
r00.- ah to be attempred ; Fr. M ey 5 Rev be 5h - 


ord þ ction, and. ena 
por on Fe or ni rther, ob wu 3 TRE be're- 
ſented by the "fucceeding ( Gov, veth ry CE 
Ts on rhe Truſt repos'd In," heth of TIN Life 
nd Dea th, and carinot be juſtly Acchsd of cottitniitting 
urther, 


A ts als kb "260d or wile Ne Ga __ 


On Go an hazard rill he fee is Ptirice horrtÞ 
nous, "ah init popular rly Obtioxtbus, | We UA 


nlcier Ye onicur, and Prudehice* he it Foul. ro*en- P 


Jeayovr de hee hit, 'Ulfe he 'will Be as x partaker 


"of _ his wo any, UB uo, "of All Rap Cris i-+ = 


commit, ph Ga ering a Mad-min to. RK Iu 
was angry. . with 7 acl for a © Sn = 
2 Kings 2 23, 26, 27 
So for: any beer State, till it Ubpchetatre to'a Den & 


ves - till Partiality ke” the Place bf 'Tuffice, ant! 


Ripine the'place of Property, we Wufht to'eltedin'fr ts 


Sacred, 


Nment; 15 Tike 2 a conitnon Contra, the briath' 
a nl plies a diſchar ze to the other ; if the Pririce 
A 


ws, the Sabj $ Are diſchal of their 
diy oe for. Far the dt afe.once aboliſhed; all 
4 Sk worm fall to the Law of Natitre, 4 frate of 
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Sacred, to Reyerence and Obey it ; bur when it ceaſes 
to be a Government, and turns to a Butrchery and Sla- 
wery, there is no Command from God.Rules, there's no 

. Government 3 and fo by a gradualry Governments for- 
faking Goodnels and 'Juſtice, loſe rheir Re&verence and 
Authority. 

+ Does any one alledge Prefi Jents of "Meri Executed 
without Tryal? So can of Robbers on the High-way : 
Bur ſuch Cuſtom caror make the Burchery otherwiſe 
than Murrther in the King and Self-murther in the Sub- 

ject, if he can hel pl, to ſuffer ir. _ Eyen Chriſt imſelf 
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| © The Ally, the Neighbour. \ 
| AY. 1 a Prince, and does my Neighbour abyſ his 


Subjects ? I am bound ro Relieve them, 'tis a Chi- 
: thy Ew ro our Brother-Government. Ss, does' a 
fig ppreſfor fup art or aſſault mi) y Neighbour > Tho” 
ve no Lage” am bound” to "2 Him, nor- ohily 
-preſeryarion, bur T am bound ro put'our the Fire 
Hi myN Js; rap S Houſe, ro belp his Ox ant Af, much 
_more if our, when he falls into 2 "2.5 So 
Nh Bur h ow ſhall we lufficiently expreſs ( our. G de fi 
vir ent King, that tas oiev 16 Us Gulf 
7 Foe ? Divine Charity ! rhar cqpld nth RN 
'o much in eftimare before Fond! and þ and' partial Aﬀettion ; 
*pvas our Saviour's Teſt to us, He Hhas loveth Fagher or 
| Mother more than me, i. not worthy of me How greatly 
hen ought we to value our Soveraigns, who habe 'been 
fingularly eminehr in- this pied and that b 
nals A T0 our ' Benefits. and Advancage > 
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- = Perſecution. 


Erſecution.in Religion is a Method to make the, 
Holy Ghoſt perſonate an Angel of Darkneſs, a 
courſe admirable to fill rhe Ghurch with Hypo- 
crites, Religious Cowards, and Reprobates, but by no 
means imptoving Vertue, Piety, or true Religion : The 


Apoſtles ftrove by-their Cenſures todrive Profane Perſons 


from their Communion, but rhis new Apoſtolociſm draws 
none - bur Reprobares and Hypocrites, and frights all 
honeſt Men' by nice, deviliſh, and contentious Teſts 
from rheir Communion. | 

 *Tisrrue indeed, -Malefactors in Religion ought to be 
punithed, 'and it is moſt agreeable ro rhe. exacteſt Laws | 


of Juſtice they ſhould ; ſuch as make Religion a colour; |; - 


for. Immorality, ſach as Murther, Raviſh, turn Trayrors, | 
and all on pretence of Conſcience, ſuch ought to be de- 
ftroy'd, with their Mother, the Neſt of Wolves, Rome, 
_ as Common Enemies to Mankind : Bur pure, innocent, 
modeſt, and harmleſs Scruplers of Conſcience,” ought 
to be fo far from being-puniſh'd, that they are by the 
—_ "Advice the- proper Objects of our Piry and 
It. | 
| Contider, to Perſecute them that modeſtly endeayour 
ro recommend Trath to us, is to fight againſt God, to 
refit his Admoniſhers, like Tyrants ; we will have what) 
we will haye, and we will not be told of our faults, be- | 
cauſe rhat we cannot leave them ; and thoſe _ poor Men, 
that for their Chariry and Courage we ought to thank 
and cheriſh, we baſtly Sacrifice; that they may not ca 
Jumniate and diſturb our Lufts. 
- Haye they Errors ? Confjder they are bur Men, cor 
yince and forgive them ; how are you Chriſt's Diſci pl 
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£5 gon Bone the Prophet, 
unto thee ? .. 


, if they ate perverſe 
' nication be bad enough for them ? I mean in the Apoſtle's 


Az 


_ cation of men's. Wills, Perſecutors ſeem purpoſe 


'nough, by the Parable of Tares and 
 . orders to grow together ; and, if, we .confider how the 
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if you. hey wort Tr , Love and farisfie his lintle ones > - 

Have they a0 > you ſhould be like the Ga- 

fig y.to pull yo a your Bey hn them 
,  muſt-;one. E 


7,01 


rufalem, Jeruſalem, how 
and killed thoſe that are 


\The, only, thing that c can in Reaſon make you. hate 
them, is, .when the ey: are perverſe,, and tk Divifionss 
'will -nor an unzver Exconmu- 


ſenſe from Diyine Service. Does he cauſe Diviſions ? 
Is he not eaſily mark'd and branded like a Fire-brand? 
And is he nor eaſily anſwer d and confounded ?* Can 
any thing withſtand" Truth ? Are nor Singulariry and 
Uncharirableneſs horrible Guilts to accuſe him of ? 
Further, the Government in- ſuch cale. may lawfully 
ſuppreſs Tumulruous Meerings, but not innocent ones ; 
ir may ſuppreſs Rebellious Teners, .bur not Modeſt-and 


Peaceable Opinions ;. ir;may puniſh for Religious 


ces, bur not for Religion 3 and therefore an. Abſolute 


Toleration in Practice is not to, be granted, bur a free- 


dom. from Impoſitions and Explanations in Charity is 


| | necelfary ;_the firſt ' were wide to all Extravagancies, 


the latter injures neither Piery. nor the Subject. 
Our Saviour's ſenſe of Perſecurion. appears, plain e- 
ear, which he 


inrent of this Life..is to be a gradual Tryal and Purifi- 
ely ro 
croſs the main. intention. of God in the - World, beſides 
as thar want of Piery can be no proper Object of Hy- 


mane Laws.. :  - 
Bur as to Religious Malefactors, as Jeſuits, &c. un- 


{ . doubredly in rhe Eye of God it cannot be Murther co 
| Kill them, when they are like to be dangerous Inſtru- 
ments againſt us, or near ro do us miſchief ; for ſurely 
' *tis as Lawful to kill a Robber, a Murderer, a Wolf by - 


Principle, as by Habir, where we are in danger of .be- 
ing injur'd as them, | 
E 4 To 
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BEL hea wane ans bo 
? ; 


Toba 

alth4"&r" kepr tinder, { 
CN ut*to {tt baſk KE. PO. 5. "Dito wah 
bind them, And they hve Suprematy above all Las, 
ve Gnhor thcatge them "farther 3 "iris Gf onliſtie 


with Self-preſervarion to 'do it 3 an Itch br Sthiſn't 

our "Bally Portick ought to be ly ſrarch'd withiour 

Jur an 1 "gatigieen'd, Wl Hrifrbedt Det 
tobe tr off” 


|  C\ip, Il. 
' Ehnech Ts. 
"31 hes Megs figregarion'6r Churth 
Pate '2.-Interprerirg 
Sins 3 : Sta bibhrs. zl lbs. 5- Cenfure. 
They have likewiſe the' power'of 'Excort- 
Fc hf Mar. 18. t5,16, t7, 18, 19, '1 Cor.'5.'2. 
iz Cor22''s; And arcevety Meniber to be' prefenr'ar rheir 
Caupncil-debares, "A#s t 5. | Further, ' they have power 
_ Within themſelves" to examine the good” behaviour of 
-cheir Officers. | 
As for the Power of the Keys" in the' Apoſtles, 'th- 
"d&ubrediy 'rwas only Declarative, .nor Judiciary ; *rwas 
” no-other "har Ab(olying thoſe rhat believed in Chriſt's 
--Dottrine; and "leavin 'others' in the 'ſtare'they fourid 
"them, elſe ro what ofe was it to Preach* 'to chem'the 
ſecond rime, ſince they, were otherwile irr ly 'toft; 


'So for Confeſſion, I muſt Confels nd beg Patdon where , 


hs Offend, whether God, the Church,” or 'my Brother ; 
"but *rwere to' corrupt Gpd's Jultice, tof fryehar Gr Pare 
'don depended on'rhe weak and partial Confeſſion and 
Abſolurion of Men. 

\ _ Further, the Scriprure-Diſcipline , is expreſs ide 
Church-Officers. Firſt, as to thei FfdHonto be mite 
by the Congregation, and ro be recommended to ro 
others 
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others hands laid on them. Secondly, as to their Duty, 
Deacons-to provide for the-Poor, Atts 6.-1;-2;-$;52$55-65 
As 1. 15,21, 23. 1 Tim. 3. 1 Cor. 16. As 5. Gal.6. 


10. And as to Biſhops, Paſtors, or;Teachers, which rhe 
Scripture, by 1 Tim. 3. A&s 20. 17, 28. treating of Of- 


ficers, by a filence of diftinCtion imports ro be the ſame, 
to be the ſeveral Rafers,- Guides, and Afliftants in their - 
reſpective Congregations, 1 Tim. 5. 17, 18, 19. A&s 1. 
Als T4. 23. Eph. '411. Rom.'12:1;8. 1 Tim. 3.1 Tim. 
4.' 14. over'which, as Timothy in Epheſus, one to be 
<hief Biſhop'or Angel, Rev. 2.1. At#s 20.17.28. 2 Tim. 
4.22. 1 _Tim,'3. & Titus 1. 5,6, 7. (See a Pamphler, 
called, 'The'Naked Truth.) 

This 'may be farther-known of theſe Officers, by Sr. 
Fohw's Advice to ' them in fſeveralty in the Revelations 
and Ezek.'8. they are intended all to be ſeveral and 
independant, and by Chriſt's Anſwer ro his Diſciples, 
"He that 'i6 not againſt us 3; for ws, Luke 9.49. *tis plain 
*arly Man*tnay rurn'Preacher if 'he' pleaſe,” tho? with Te- 
Fpedt to Order,it is proper for him as Ruler ina Church, 
To be ele&ed ro his Charge. fr: 

As for the Preaching usd 'by the Apoſtles, *rwas by 
»#oranting a' general freedom of fpeech;kepr in due bounds 
*by the Elder, 1'Cor. 14. eſpecially Verſes the r3, 29,30, 
i231. bur Women''were forbid, ©v. 34,35. 1'Tim.2. 12. 

according to the manner of the Fews rhenin their Sy- 
” nagogues,' Luke 2. 46,47. Luke 4. 15, 16,2122. Aﬀts 8. 
"4. As 13. 14, 15,16. Aﬀs 17. 2. Ats 18:24, 25:26. 


| 'And thar this is'to be encouraged, fee r 'Thefſ* 5. I 9,20. 


' I'muſt confeſs, 'the Pride of prefent'Chnrches has 
*rurn'd rhis general andmore- profirable way of 'Inftru- 
"tion-imo fingle Oratory ; bur T here Prophecy, thar if 
*-evet any Reformarion'be of 'long: ſtanding or 'ſtrength, 

1etrmiſt dock thisencroachmenr of Prieft-craft, for whilſt 
che Miniſtery. has ſo over-balancing an Anthoriry, it-will 


never fdrbear making Trade on'r. 


Cap, 
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"xc AP. IN. 
Church-Unity, 


AS the Apoſtles confin'd. not themſelves to one par- 


ticular Method or Diſcipline in Church-Aﬀairs, Sr. 
Paul complains, that every Man ſought to advance his 
own, and .not-ro imptove another's Foundation ; and 
there was great difference berween the Judaizing and 
Gentile Chriſtians, even by the Scriptures own ſhewing 3 
ſo their general Bond then was Brotherly Love, Univer- 
fal Charity, and Catholick Communion, a Dury prin- 
cipally inculcared into all Chriſtians. 
Further, the Church of -Chritt is free to all thar believe 
on him ; and as it is impoſſible for it ro be withour 
weaknefles, ſo if there is ſuch a thing as an'Obligation 
ro Communian, it tyes us to it, notwithſtanding any 
weakneſſes whatever, - yer till /provided Men do nor 
give us particular Teſts ro deny God or Chriſt ; for there 
tho' we need not to. forlake Communion, yer however 
we muſt not really deny what wethink ro be the Truth, 
be ir of any kind whatever. | | 

... Is ir poſſible that any Church;can be without ſome 
weak. Traditions;or Superſtitions? From Humane Weak- 
neſs, I ſay, *tis poſſible. If fo, as long as any Church 
.or Communion does own and- declare they whally fol- 
low the Scriptures and Chriſt's Revelation, they plainly 
. declare their Errors are bur Weakneſs, and tha* by thar 
we are not bound to joyn with-rhem, or conſent in their 
Errors, yer by that they require our Charity, as fellow- 

;Chriſtians in Communion. 

Bur you will fay, ſome Opinions are fo far Erronequs 
and Hererical, that they bar all Charity, all Commu- 
nion ; for inſtance, Socinianiſm. * Tis true, Socinianiſm 
is, or may be a groſs Error, it. denies the Divinity of 

.Chrift 3 bur whar then? If they impoſe it not on us to 

© believe, or declare fo, are not we well enough, A 

| erties 
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berties entire? Could Chrift'and his Apoſtles Commu- 
nicare with-the Fews, and-cannot-we with our Brethren 
Chriſtians the Socinians > Ar worlt they make Chriſt a 
great Propher, whereas the Fews they branded him as 
an Impoſtor, a Cheat. = © | | 
On the other, fide, Soc;nzans, what,' can they Com- | 
municate with ArHanafians,” Men'they eſteem as Polithe- 
by ſarely rhat they have reaſon to refuſe ? No, I fay, 
no means; the very declaration of the 'Triniry is, b& 
Trinity #m Unity.” So that if the Trinity: be an; Error, 
"tis in” fpecularion 'only 3 and * therefore for: Humane 
weakneſs-fake,'as it avouches the pure Unity! of ithe 
God-head, if not impos'd upon us, we ought'to tolerare - 
-. and haye Charity for its Believers,” and Worſhip with 
So for Tranſubftantiation, 'tis a'nice and'falſe Specu- 
lation,” bur however nor in the leaſt "ſo bad a corruprion 
of the firſt and ſecond Cominandment; as Corban was 
of the fifth.” | And if fo, ſurely' if our Saviour coald 'd- 
ſpenſe with Corban among "the Fewſh Traditions; "well 
may we with Tranſubſtantiation among the Chriftians, 
ſo long as 'by Teſts we are nor forc'd ro declare 'our-Af- 
ſenr, "Belief, and Worfhip to ir. \ E43QLÞ0R 
Our Saviour, . his Apoſtles, and the Prophets were for 
healing Sores, not cutting of Limbs in'Churches ; for 
tho' theſe and many other things might grievoully offend , 


* them, yet were they not for renting and rearing their 
Mother, the Churches Bowels our; they were' for Re- 
proving, Correcting her, not making Schiſms, 'and for- 
fakmg her; and rhar altho? almoſt infinite Traditions and. 


Superſtitions had perfedtly diſguiſed her ini Corruprions.” 
'To conclude, I 'cannor Gong grief refle&twhar-a 
Camel Men fwallow, 'when' they can diFmember the 


Church, encourage Diviſions *and Schiſm, 'and break 
Brotherly Love and Communion, but ſtrain at a' Gnar, 
a little deformiry in the Charch, a little ſcandal of Di- 


ſcipline : Whar is rhis but Tything Mint and\'Cum- 
min, and neglecting the weighrier matters of- rhe Law, 
the pretty knack and trade'of crying, Lo here. Chriſt, 


and ls there > The ready Method to make usa Jeſt, a 


Scoff, for the Heathen and Arheiſts'tq deride at, » 
| Car. 


Uniformiry then In. &, no other 
bk + ion. he Commer of Chur n+ nity, ſer. up 
like @ ately Pageant, 20 o bag mar —onſcic 
with: and-I:catnor bur think rhar. if every inferiour Pa- 
or were enabled ro make leſſer Alcerarions forthe. {a- 
isfaction of his Flock, rhat this would rig adyance 


{Unity,-than cantound it, it nonld & the, pops urhs of 
gain-layers, it would crop the growth ELD 
Oe, hci anly in FAY 


by es are, when Churches kf Non nr he 
avoiding-one PANE 

nn ELIA and by DE 

[Teſts and Article-Subſcriptions, keep: all, long Mea 
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NICE - 
.tions'are once thus confounded, Factions, amy a and 
Jrregplar Opinions will dye withtheir 4 quite for wanr 
of "7+ 02 the Scriprures tl bo ac 


Ty 


ſtack to; ame nn :tenuſt"'of -necefliny” fonrith, 
afid che yery "of :Charch-Teſt-meri will 
be hee to _ #hd cotifound'them... :- | 
'Thirt h6'Sctipraxes favour fot this exact Uditbrmayp 
is 'pfain;”'ttcir'" Diſcipline quits-ocherwiſe-;-. beſides, 
there Wat iever @ faire? fot the Apoſtles/inſtirii- 

a ry, 4 Tits. St; 2; But 'there weſee the 


Ss ze titg'd Some Eads Shnptng 
the Paths, oy ths aadee peculiar Afiſtance of the 
Spirit in their Compoſition ; beſides, as 10 Pſalms, as all 
ſing together; 'a Forin- isrieqelaty';; bur as to Prayer, the 

Aﬀenibly otfly {#y Amen. So that the Lord's Prayer was 
bur a$artExattiple, ro ſhew-the proper length and mia» 
ter for Prayer, "atid undoubredly that Service” is weak 
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Separate Congregation. . 45 Yau 


Har there” ſhould be @ petty: "ey lefler- waginy Des 
tween ſeveral Congregations in their Admitiftra- 
rions,'s/ no more 4 breach 'of Communion, than' the 
vatiery of Notes ſpoils Maſfick 3 Diſcords, Funda- 


triental- "Differences indeed re fatal, ruinons5'but in- 


nocent Variety will nor only delighrthe firong, but by a 
Toft compliance” indulge arid-cherith" the weak 5- and in 


_ the whole, both inſtruct all, and! ſerve Union. 


"Ate any id the Congregation"  Ler'them'by 
the majority decide the Doubt? Are 'they 'for Organs, 
. for'Cerernony 2'Let them rakefit'by vot- 
> Tome few- offended ? 'Ler them go'to:another 
\Con gregition/hear, or fer then have liberty 'by 'them- 
ſelves; 'Vur'then'ſer rhe ftrotiger' remember 'thar they do 
nor conterin their weak Brethren, ler them-ſometimies in 
'Charity'condeſcend to their: Communith, to ſheve.thar 
*they acknowledge them as Brerhren till, *T were 


'2Twere good for thisipux 
lick Church Duries. of . ;teuly | 


- 4 every :ſeventh- _— - here all might, mutually 

6 congratulate, ſing P/alms,- break the 
Lord's Body withour Sotrcor together,!;and,.joyn ar 
Ekaſt-in Mevial Prayer;: and py rae, { 
li/Love with one: atiorher,-if. DE; eadeaveny towards, a 
thore conltant Communion. : enmo2 woos 1 

-|Furrhet, Jer there be work a — Ailtance, A 
Gonna -Aferpbly infirate$30 preſerve Peace, and inr 
dulgei-render-Conſciences,'ro;which ler-all;Meg..of. de- 
rent Congregations inſets if. they . ſce-fr->;Ler the 

uler of. this::Afſermbly; be: your, General,Qver;{cer or 
Biſhop, like Timothy ; let him beſides have tuch a con- 
ſtant, tanding, -charitable Service in. the midft of his 
Congregation, as may be fit for tender Conſciences to 
reſort to, in which ler the Women be ſilent, and aparr 
in Galleries, the Youtl/ in the midſt, and the Ancients 
fir or ſtand rou.d them. - 

Ler every, one be"obliged to make /a'proportionable 
Allowance toward Church-Service, bur ler him chuſe 
his Congregation if. -he Woes 3 if: he. does,.not,. ter the 
Law make.bim; allow:x0;1 
ſiop3-for their be nor: fir that any. Man, be -perſecured 
for:Religion, yet is it not/proper that Men ſhall reap the 
-Adyanrage or Benefus of-j Religion; or Gavememeny, and 
and nat be bound toward: it.; 
| Len Blurality- incapacitate. a Paſtor-or fo ia for 
ever; Covetouſneſs 3 the root of. all evil: As for the Flock, 
ler.every Man look to; himdelf, let every. one. Worſhip 
how, when, and where they: pleaſe ; if. they. omir Di- 
- vine Service, give them; Charitable Admonitions,. and 
leave them -ro. God:-, ;Dots he offend ?...Ler. Femporal 
_- Offences be puniſhed Temporally,, and Spiritual ones by 
the Apoſtolique Excommunicartion, not, Impriſanmene. - 

- Further, ler every. one at; Age of Diſcretion. be ſuffer'd 


48 fpook in the Aſſemblies , ; however let. gy: . and 


. Order 


have ſer rimes, and;moſ}-; innocent. _ <a Sers. 
| Vides;; Were! ir only th read: the Scriptures, and, Reaſon 

verbe Ancient ; Apotolique manner /upon.;:them.; here: 
ans mighr Aſſemble, were-it- like the Fu-- 


General Oyer-ſcer,. or Bi- 


> 1 OLA aa arts. 4 > he 


aan o lh C95 3 
Ortler:beoblerv/d ; :the Spirir\.of. the Prophers is'to be 
{abject tothe Prophets, -and: the. Ruler in doubts' is to 
manage and call-a'yote: of. decifion..-:Is any offended 8 - 
Ler him here have: redreſs. Is any one griev'd ? Let 
-hin:come: hither and 'debare for a Relief, i: 1 +151 
© Ler the Congregation' be. like a Parliament, and the 
Ruler as their \Speaker-ro affiftthem. Ler:him bechoſen 
for Charity and Parience: :Is any one-averſe to this Uni 
verſakCommunion'?: Ler-him be  your-Hererick,” brand 
tim-publickly for a Diviſioner;ſpare nor to-ſer him forth, 
that he*may not miſgaide the Flock.: Is any-one-notort- 
 - only: wicked, or immoral? Ler him-be reprovedandex- 
communicated, till Repentance in| rhis:Afſembly, and 
their-let every Sect fer their marks on him as a Profligate 
and Apoſtate. _ | tf HH ILL 
St; Auſtin was a-good Exainple of this Liberty, who 
by Practice conforny'd  himſelf-.ro the Congregation he 
livd in: The Apoſtles-likewile /forſook-:nor. alrogerher 
the Communion of the Fews, but ſometimes Religiouſly 
frequented rheir Old /Temple: 'To be ſhort,a good Man 
ryes himſelf ro no-Party.or Faction; -bur has Charity for 
all ; indeed he encourages. moſt the innocenteſt Profeſ- 
- Gon; bur his principal endeavours are-ro preſerveentife 
- our Liberty of: Conſcience, and avoid - all Impoſitions 
- and Explanations wharſoever.' i oo ts 


—— 
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JF Vere ro be wiſt'd. char rhe Offences: raken by the 
-  @ + World had beent rather Practical than Speculative 
in Religion ; the firſt -would ſhew a rational and wor- 
thy Zeal and Reſentment, rhe latter - argues us- ar belt 
- bur contentious, and triflers; if nor Schiſmaricks, raiſers 
of -Diviſfions; and Hereticks. £5 $44.1 
' For inſtance, Men are angry at Holy-days, dedica- 
- ting Churches to Saints, ar Surplices, Baprizing no 
| | rols, 


- ( 76 ) 


Etob, -ar-Lace, pulling off the Har ; [Ivbad bectzalb : 


cer fign if they had: been: angry. for. negligens:Chuxeey 
Service, Dycipline, .af they had-quarrelVd atithe;jnlufli- 
-cient.Provitien- ob Qlazrebes un: {omdon,: Subrnbs,. at :the 
misbehaviour of .Periſans.ar Divihe'Servioe, ———_ 
miotatity and Irteligiontncizof :Profefiors.  - - 
c::4f amendadt ich quartels, they woyli facnx4 
Fot God, and:murate:the:Apotttes: whe dheriftd- i 
Brettiren; und expelid Fortarcto and Offenders ber 
whilſt rhey-'maze-rhemfcives in. IE for-zrifles, 
Tatar" F? cm PS Lo gry 
A: Ma 7 
ing for :God,/actirhe Devifs-pait, and by-theiv:mil- 


ir Ba fire the-weaker part of Chritians abs 


| Offences ;/ ſack as are really fo, I\nheart,'ris 
fig rothink-of the knavery j=—trhary rw of > Goc 
TT IS by the Porr.-' 544 
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--- Traps far to entchdBn Weak inhd Poows "Y __ 
edn $6renin; FYpoortzes gs chro the Ghe- ; 


len cheat imo ad rote low anep Sima) ona” 
other: for the(c lictte differences; lo thar- *ewas as witti- 


ly, as truly ſaid by Dr. Tajlacastherearean 100 Sets. 
of Chriſtianiry, and every one damns the other, ſo is it 


.99 to.ane,bur every ane is danan'd by their own meaſure. 

_ Had men as much Charity and Modeſty, as rhey 
fancy they have Piery and Wiſdom, they would never 
define Articles-of Faith beyorid'whar the Apoſtles have 
dene, and did notthey deifie their Judgments to an In- 
fallibiliry, chey aonldnever {ct'zy doubrful Subſcription 
Articles as a choak-pear to frighten men of Sinceriry and 

-tender Confcicmezfom: their Miniftry.! © - 

"the Apoſtle gs! ap9"24g > ave we mot aſhant'd, as 

| poſtles 68 /1t, ito rerutn.aganto.onr begger- 

| iy Elements? Wha thalliwe: RN ues the 

Kane of Prieftly 'Qrder -and Form ? -Whar hall we 

* ftill prefer trifles, ge She nick-nam'd decencies be- 

work, brocherly Love, and by:carching at Shadows, loſe 

* Subſtances? Has.nor Sr. :Paul aflur'd us:that:fuch Stubble 
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and | 


Cory 


F-: id ſtraw ſhall be conſuqed away i in the day of Refininf | 

' and Purification. --— 

.. Sanctity's in the Heart, nor in a Dreſs Geſture, or 
: Form; we are to obſerve the Sabbath, but how? Nor 
ro-Superſtition and fiiperfine Nicery : Chriſt vindicated 
his Diſciples in plucking the Ears of Corn on that day, 
he healed the withered Hand then, - and told us, we 
ought ro relieve our Sheep, or Ox from the Pir then. 

To conclude, what 'is tore Holy than the Sabbath ; 
and conſequently what more Meritorious of Ceremony > 
Bar if our Savionr inſtructs-us ro'be rather rationally chars 


formally Holy'in” the , and thus exchudes.. little 
Moſaical Ceremony 3 we Foolsare we Mad-men,to 
run our ſelves again into! ge? Why do' we not'keep 
Pony with rhe Fejvs agairi? And: why does-not 

very one that loſes a day by -rravelling round the 
World, -ſet hitnſelf a mow Seventh day, a new Sabs 
bath ? 

| So you rnhgs the” Jews uſed tanding, and 
rhe rc ao ſoixe-of the Zealous Prophets were for , 
fallirg with their faces to the Ground. One fancies # 
Surplice, anorher a little Cloak, a + third muſt -have 4 
Croſs upotr his' back 3 where is the diffetence betweer! 
; theſe? The Formaliry is nothing, the Ceremony "idle 5 
God looks for nothing bur the Heart in all. Indeed 
Havid ear the Holy Shew-bread when he was an aces 
pred, and was oo ; 


| Cap. VII. 


Wi. the Holineſs of Profeſioes of Religion is in 
Ing, 000 9 of Scandal, when the Times are 
ſtupid, ignorant, and _— ou may doubt the 
ag up of -2 new Sect, the 4 is ready, if the 

| "ſawn, you need nor. fear bur a buſie Wir will 
= F be Rebellicus and Vol oy—_ "ris like 


and ent continues. 
The beſt Method, as well in Prudence as CaEcancs 


to ſuppreſs ſach. Sets 1 is, imparrially ro Reform Abules, 


compaund Differences, ro proceed mildly, and nor with 
_ Perſecurions, leſt we fight againſt God ; ra- 
ther $0 take off the principal Authors, by winning and 
om them than-to enrage them by violence and 


+:Lhis was Gamaliels Advice; 5 bur now as a Chriſtian 
I add, that we ought ro Examine before we Condemn ? 
Hereſie is the common word of Railing : St. Paul was 
called an Hererick, the Jews reproach'd him with it: 
As therefore 'ris not juſt, from Report ro Condemn one 
that we have not known guilty, ſo is ir partial to call 
an unexamined Opinion Hereſie. 

Under the ſhelter of this Crime Rome ſtifles Truth, 
burns her Adverſaries, rheir Books, and makes a Rod 
&f Iron, nor Brotherly Love, the Bond of Commu- 
nion : Rome, that common Enemy of the World, that 
; will not ſuffer her Subjects to be Loyal, nor her Princes 
to ſtudy - the Publick Good ; Rome, that Den of Mur- 
therers, Perjurers, and Equivocators, that makes it impoſ- 
fible for a Man to be Reli igious and Honeſt, rhar inſtead. 
of making Chriſtianiry the Blefling of the World, makes 
x the common Curſe. Tantum 


of ogg bur eafily ſuppreſs'd ; it by Miracles, it 
frade ſare ; 4 only by = Sword and 
ecfrveſion, .it laſts no Joager than the force of Hand 


& a Sos anwf. oo 


"Garry ; was the Aj 


die Sword again(t 
rericks _ them w 
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 Tantum Religio potuie ſuadere maloruni. | 
. of C 


pog$eg many ths 
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berry the ay eſtabliſh'd, tha every Nan might 


land as he was calf. 
To'conclude, to err is neceſſary in bmane Prbitey; 
to err with my will, is in my 
| to err ſimply, is misforrune ;' 
| |4 ly, is Deviliſh, Heretical. 'Errare pofſum: 
| '*o/0. Herefies and Schiſins in a Church of 
Wiſdom, are weak, cteep among the Mobsle, ard siulle, 
as it were, incognito; in a Church corrupt and 
tious are dangerous, ruinous, affect the Wiſe Men;'the 
Religious, and' Sincere, and want nothing lefs thas 
NT en Fay 5 root themour. | 


bar to 


to hinder; to avoid, 


10 er wilfully, proud- 
Hereticut offe 


Piety and 
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-"Motbittr, Kefomner. 


CY Tthou, larry, way Friend, that we have fuch 
Variances,:ſuch fy vie Ideas > Thou art. ferry 
then becauſe -we-are not Angels, for as we are Men,we 
cannot bur” err ; if we-err, *ris impoſſible but we muſt 

iffer, | Whar remains then. Clarity? Let or wb 
 Teace;+ -bar-:Chariry, Divine Charity us 

therefore, and-nat ſeem to 1- with God, becauſe 
he has, not. made. us otherwile; , indeed even the Apo- 
Kles themſelyes were nor free from- little Animokities, 
ARs:15. 38, 39- 

Think 


in:their-weakne6; do. not. enter into Contenxion, but 
bear. with a' like God's; never deſpair, bur do 
all. thou-cantt to eform' them-3- and be nor angry, if 
. are not exad, *ris more i than. humane to be fo; 
beſdes, if thy deſign miſcarry,; be nor diſcourag'd, thou 
muft.do:thy\ beſt; and yer. _— ſtill that God works 
his,own way... Remember what Luther faid to Me- 
lanfion; when/ be: was anxious abour-the Succeſs: of the 
Reformarion, Deſi nat Melancton, efſe reftor munds, Do 
ot take upon thee, Melanfton, the cares proper to God: 
For tho' Man may Reaſon even divinely, yer only God 
can give conviction, and diffolve the ſtubborn Hearr. 
Now, the beſt Method to Reconcile and. Reform 
Differences in Religion, as appears by whar I have faid 
before, is to impoſe nothing, jo re-aſſume the Apoſtolick 
ws h ;3 complyance is moſt likely where there is moſt 
ent, and I fear, if the Magiſtracy treſpaſs in im- 
a Uniformity, tho” never fo innocent, the Peo- 


ple will hardly ever be induc'd to a Submifli on to it, 
= never (0 Reaſonable, almoR for the very impoſition 
e. 


of this, my Friend , and gry Mankind 
n 


_ Nay 


SE ee Es OE TRI” 3) Rn IT 


- RF. . :- < 

Nay further, I Prophecy again with Machiavel, that 
if in the Reformation there be the leaſt Branch, the leaſt 
"Fibre of Prieft-craft left, that little failure-ſhall ſpread ' 
by degrees and years, ro a_ freſh Gangreen, and the 
whole Body intime ſhall degenerate to a Popiſh Hierar- 
chy, or what ſhall be as bad, or worſe. 

To conclude, -if you ay. ſuch Reformation is nox 
neceſſary, fee how withour ir you can Anſwer Pax Vobs, 
' that Popiſh Pamphler, 'that"#0o rrue; Satyr upon Prote- 
ſtants: See how you can juſtifie Rs Proteſtant Diffe- 
' Fences, , your proceedings HO make you. 

'Mad-men. Remember what Chri id If Kink 
fem be divided ,, Aga inſt.3t ſelf, how can AA dom 
Stand ? Sonlger na weigh Marters = args, ay 


be wiſe... 
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Ke is .in -the right; - and then the ſame Controverfat Pride | 
= makes” them Erernize their  uncharirable Debates by . 
holy Terms, forſooth, Tranſubſiantiarion, Homoouſios, | 
; ' &c. and when rhe Chimera's thus ſerled, then no body | 
* 1s Orthodox: that< cannot ſubſcribe: ro their crudiries, | 
3 then theſe ſick-brain-Fi igments muſt be rouchſtones of | 
/ true Holineſs and Sincerity.. - bf 4.t5.'s 
2. Now to ſhew- you the anreaſonblenels of ſuch Im- | 
Fatal fuch raps Diſputes, I ſhall offer at the | 
of: , not thar I deſire to render Chri- 
= om, a nt would adyiſe:to impoſe any 
thing pron for I conld freely wiſh an Anathema: on all - 
Impoſitions; -bur by diſplaying Arrianiſin, if Men's ſenſe | 
be nor quite fear'd, I will at'leaft ſhew rhat in reaſon we 
ſhould leave our'ſelves to the Apoſtle's Creed, : and fo | * 
impoſe neither, and according ro my dealing with this 
Impofition, I would adviſe my —— ro be careful i in 
mms ond others. . © © * 


's 


&> 3. Note, L ſhall only copy a late Popiſh Pam eras . | 
K .-- þ the main, being a Coniparitive Dialogue of the Ttiniry 
2 foe WE never as ye br a arr 
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mw 


Car. II. 


: ; 4 Trinity, general Scripture, Authozity. 
| .f TJ” Father is onrGod difliadt and foley, the Sap 


our Lord diftindt and wholly, and the Holy Ghoft 
only.ous Spirit, or Comforter, Eph. 4. 4, 5; 6. 1 Cor. 8. 
52:6. and God by his Son. impowers the Holy Ghoſt ro 
exert all Operations of Grace, Eph. 2: 19. n. Cor; 13. 
35 45 5, 6+ and. thence .came Prophecies to ceaſe, -while” 
I Fackeninn Holy G 
w as the. wers the hoft' thr 
the . Son. i{o are the impowererhe Hely Gbaft cough 
A ND end Operation, in the Son! 
Adminttration, and inthe Holy Ghoſt Gift; 1-:Cor. 12. 
3, 4, 5- and the manner of Gift in: the: Father is- called: 
Love, the Soni Grace, rhe' Holy. Ghoſt Fellowſhip, 2 
Cor. 13-14. Rom. 15. 16, | 
one is-pro ly ro bennderſtood rhns, you may 
percaive by Jahy - E7c\217:22; 23: 'Fahn 10. v.30; tothe 
38.” 1 Cor. 3. 8, and as: they are-thus one, we-are bap- 
rized in all their Names, Mat: 28. 19. as oyr Goyer- 
nours,- that 'is . by. . one; Spirit into one Body, which is 
Chriſt, 1 Cor. 12. 13, 27. 1 Cor. 10. 2, 
Thar they are all rhree Perſons Articles of qur Faith, 


'Þ moſt rrue, bur. there rhey are nat” rand rogerher ; 


nay, nat only ſo, bur they have various and ſubordinate 
ſtiles, to. wit, God? Lord, and Holy ; fo- likewiſe the 
ancient Doxalogy before it was alrer'd, was'Glory be 
ro the Farher, through the Son, and'by rhe Holy Ghoſt, 
Liturgy ) but when Arhandfus pre- 


yai'd, ir was turn'd as it isnow in fayour of his Opinion, 


To conclude, if we obſerve. St. Fobn in the Revela- 


er, and Throne to the Father, ſecondary 1 


' none to the Holy Ghoſt, when he makes with the Son 


part of rhe attendance abour: the Throne, Rev. 5. 8, 9. 
&C. 6.16.7. 15, 16,17.11.15.—=12, 10,14. 4.20. 6. 
21./22,--22, 1, F 4 | GE 


- Arts 
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| Cap. Hr. 


Councils, Trinity, General Travition, 


$ for the Tradition of | the Trixi "ris hard: the A- 
poſtles words ſhould vary "from their Writings, it 
may .be poffibly a Tradition'like the 'Fews, that may 
make the Law of God. of none effect ; bur ſich Tradi-- 


' tion' we have. lictle reaſon'ro regard ;-however, I chal 


lenge any Man, either by Scripture, 'or common 'Tra- 
dition more ſtrongly, largely, and: exprefly to prove the 
Divinity of Chrift, and the Holy Ghoſt, then Heb. chap. 

1, and Fohn'16.12;'13, 14, 15.'do derogate; deſtroy, 


and confaund them, and upon this offer, [ler us bury lir- - 


gc ſcattering Phraſes and - 'Expreſlions, 'as uncertain as 
Eigures, | Allegaries, - Th OOTY: and Hyperboles,” in 
neglect and oblivion. 01 

Bur fucther;\ifwe'examine os complear Riſe of hs 
Tradition: of this Dodtrine; it-was bur it the third Cen- 


..rury when'itwas ſo far from” being-uninterrupred,! that 


the Council of Ariminum, Pope Liberins A®. 352, and 
Pope Relix the ſecond, 49. 358.- dechrid againſt i it,” and 
as for rhe Authority of general Councils, ir's faid of one 
in Contempt, thatthe Holy Ghoſt was -broughrt thither 
from Rome in a Cloak-bag, and as: for others, ſee'bur 
Martel of Creed-making, how-: corrupr they were, ſo 


that well may the Chutch be given up to believe a Lye, 


25 the Apoſtle foretells, 2 Thef. 2. 11. when they idolize 
their uncharirable Definitions and Impoſitions. 


' Above all, T cannor bur take notice how the Trinita- 


74ans.in practice deftroy the Tradition of the Doctrine ; 
they would maintain all their Prayers, are to the -Father 


exclufively;-and, as for the Son and Holy Ghoſt; they 


bring them in-only as Miniſters, a Mediator and Com- 


forter, whereas if they were juſt ro their' Principles, they - 


eught Fo _— all alike, to pray r0 all Sealy. 
| _ CAP. 


FS NT -* _ {4 
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, Car. IV;: t: _ 
my Trinity, Worhip, Molatry.'- : 


E HE firſt Commandment ſetles fupream Worlip 
whally on the Father, and makes the communica- 

ting of ir Idolatry ; as for our Honour we are to Y - | 

4) the Son, the Scriptures call it Mediation, Phil. 2. 9. 

| :- Fon 14.13. As 4.10, 11,12; Rom. 1. 8.5, 11. "Cal. 

3- 16, 17. bur yer, not fo as that we ſhould pray to hit --- 

| for our Mediation, no more then we ate to pray to him 

' for any thing elſe, Fohn 16. 23, 26. | 

| 'As for thar Text, Heb. r. 6. the: following verſes, 7. 

} 8,9. ſhew it not ro -be intended .of the fupream 'Wor- 

ſhip, -bur as is mentioned, /Rev-. 5.'9, To, 11,, 12, 13: bes 

| cauſe 'God for” his Excellency and Worthineſs has ap- 

| poinred him that Honour. * 

| Further'to account,” 2. Cor. 13. 14. for ſupream Ado- 


— 


% ration, ' were” to' make, Gen. 48: 16 -{o roo; and as' 

- * Worſhippingthe Holy Ghoſt, thete' is no mention made 

| + of ir in thewholeScripture, and when thereis no ground . 
for ſuch Worſhip, one had as good make 300 Perſons in + 
rhe god-head as three, and rhe Worſhipping the Hoſt is | 
no greater, no falſer ſpeculation of God then this. 

Bur ro explain this further, the Trinity deſtroys the 
very narure of numbers, whit in all reaſon ought ro be 
applied in Obedience to the firſt Commandment, fince 
the three Perſons have apparently various intellectual 
Powers, Mark, 13. 32. Fohn, 16. 12,13, 14, 15, 16. 

W's Fobn, 12. 49. and one had as good call all mankind one 
y Man, Gen. 6. 3. as three Gods one, and worſhip all the 
; Hoſt of "os thong arg in fancy they have 
| poſſibly by our weak ſuppolals we may cy ve 
alt the nature of God in them. 


Bur | 


(86) 
Bar yer hog fach Worſhip be Idolatrous, and con- 
ought it nor ro deter us from our 

jr "thus, as I have formerly manifeſted 
the mares may communicate with the Church of 7A 


{end Seryice : and thits:Naaman got leave from E/s 
In Ceremony, to attend his Prince ar Idolatry, and yer in 


fach ce lipoCal. Al o.grottiyrocits, we 


page ro ciaige our R 


| - Gab the Thehs: 


PTTING is. the one, Zech. 144.3» Mark, I2. 29. 
only. true. Gad,: Fohn, 17. 3- only good, Luke,.18, 
19; anly wile, Rom. 16, 27. greater than the Son, Fobm, 
Apa Fer 29. only fits, upon the Throne, whilft the 


Holy Ghoſt are as pays boo od Rev. 4.2. © 


Tos Eſdras, 2. 42. verle, uſque 48, por + ga is, 
ow Rand 214. apoE «and: «," Rev.:3.:14; 
——— 2. pure infinite Being, the other the fri 


God the Son. 


UE EBEEians as Fobn, 1. I 2. Rows 
gz 9: nine, ciminexter, bus that makes 
him not- thereforei rhe ſupream God, becauſe God is a 
Title Tometitnes? giver/ to- Crearuires,'' Exod. 22. 18. 
2 Cor. 4. 4. and that "tis io incended to the Sor'3 you 
ttiay {66 Fob; 10.%5; 36. 1 Cor. 8. 4,5. where he isde- 
card only to beLord by x, which is: a- Title fubord}- 
'nate;-* and inferiour x0 God, Eph. 4.5, 6. Phil:2.'37. 
for'in'realiry:rhe Son of God,'Fobn;: 19.'7.-20.:31. 3nd 
the "Univerſal? Lord,” 4s, 2. 36i--10. 36: 'are Chrilt's 
'principat- "Fittes, and- where-he is:dedlar'd to''be God, 
'tis- ng en ne iySubordinarion to the Father, 
Heb. 1. 8.5. and in this Tr Glory ind Exalcariqn.he 
1s always put underthe Farher, 1 Cor. 10. 27,.28. Rev. 
A..I2.: Phil. 2. 1, Fobn, 20; I7. Eph. I.17, 20. 2.1. 
A277 
As for Plil. 26. where Chriſt is faid ro-be equal to 
God, thar Texr is plainly. interpreted ro a Univerſal 
Lordſhip under God, by verſes, 9. 1o, 11. following, 
and therefore deſerves no confliration ; and as for his 
by iving Sins, that it was not his own Power, appears 
not being able: to grant the Sons of Zebbedees Pe- 
A Mat. 20..23. further, he declares he knows now 
of the rime of Judgment, Mark; +13. 32. 1 Tim. 6. 15. 
for the Farher hath par al Times and Seaſons in his own 
Power, ARs, 1.7. | © 
-. Now. the true Character of the Son in Scripture, is 
the beginhing of the Creation of God, Rev. 3, 14. Col. 1. 
5. Ecclef. x. 4, 9.=24. 9. for Righteouſnels exaled wo 
be God's Son, 2 Pet. 1. 17. Heb. 1 yet as fo wholly de- 
pendant on the Faiken Fohn, 5. 26.10. 29.—14. 28. he 


' is likewiſe made our Univerſal Lord and Ruler, 1 Cor., 


r5. 24 25, Phil, 2 2, 10, Dan, I7. 13; bs .Epbeſ. 1. 17, 
20, 21, 


( 88 )) 
20,21, 22, 23- and Judge, Fohn, 5. 22. Mat. 24. 30, 
31.16. 27., and that word by whom God made and 
fram'd the World, and' all” rhings, Fohn 1. 3. Heb. x. 
2, 1o, Eph. 3. 9. 1 Cor. 8. 6: whether viſible or inviſible, 
Col.1.16, 17. yet fo as an Inſtrument only, Eph: 3. 9. 
Heb. 1. 2, 10. 1'Cor. 8. 6.15. 27. 28. | 
Upon what further ground Chrift is called God's 
Son, you may ſee plainly, Aﬀs 13. 32, 33. for his Re- 
farrection, which God. accompliſd-for- him, 4&5'2. 37, 
32-3. 35. and as for his being without-Sin-in the, Fleſh, 
it might be;becauſe he was immediately God's Creation, 
when all things elſe were made by; and through him, and 
conſequently more imperfect. 3:07 bas 24.4 40 
In-the Old Teftament the Son - is all along called an 
Angel, Ectleſ. 5. 6. Gen./48. 16. Num. 2.0. 16. Eoxd. 23. 
20,21,22.-4 Cor. 10.4,5;9-. and for diftinCtions- ſake rhe 
Angel of the: preſence, T/a. 63. 9. and ſo ſometimes in 
the New Teſtament roo, Habs. 7, 8, 9;, who, takiy 
Fleſh upon him, Fobn 17.5. Eph: 4,0. ſhew'd as mych 
by gle Apotn he was in, Mar. 26. 39:727- 46. Luke 
22. 43. EIN FT {1 7107} .0..6 .. | 


wr = fe. ok 
 Þoly Ghoſt. 


T*' HE Holy Ghoft is. a grear:Principality, or God, 
= and Chriſt's Univerſal Depury, As 1: 2.2. 33. 
Fohn 16.7. and as +*ſo the giver of all good Gifts, 
- I Cor. 12. Iſa. 11. 2. yet ſubje& ro [the Son, and re- 
ceiving his Authoriry from him, Fobn.16. 12, 13, 14, 
I5.=15. 26. Rev. 5: 6. and thence I'behieve it peremp- 
tory to blaſpheme his Evidence, Mat, 12. 31. for to lye 

to him, is to lye to: God, that is through him, though 

he be in reality but an Angel, Rev. 1. 1.—2. 11. Heb. 1. 

14. compard to As 2. 2, 3, 4. Luke 3- 21, 22. 
 _ Further, as God made the Son. his Inſtrument in the 
Angelicat Creation, fo he fab-deputed the Holy cy 


d.) 


(SY) - 
the Creation of Man, Fob 33. 4. and of the 
Gen. 1. 2, Pſal. 104.30. Fob 26. 3. and upon F rr, 
count the'Spirit is call'd Eminenter, the Spirit of, God; 
that is the greateft nexr to God the Father, and the 
Lord Chriſt, and the moſt extraordinary Gift of God 
in his Afiſtance, As 12. 17. Rom. 9. 5.- Nehem. 9. 20; 
Rom. 8. 26, 27. bat boch his being given and ſent, are 
plain Evidences againſt his ogy” gs and God- 
head, r Per 1.12 and I bur no where in 
the whole Scriprures, is he either exp called | 
or arderd to be Worſhip'd ; indeed he fd 0 
interceflion-for us, bur that's a kind of Mahometiſm, to 
—_ God pray to himſelf, and i in n plain ſenſe _ tis 
God-head. 


Thus far the Subſtance of the Dake ; 


aff 


IS 


_ 
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PART va. Care. [. 
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Sp ith , geteral. 


| Wonder lo denbe the Exifterce FP Spirts 

- andyerare Chriſtians, ſince the body'of 

-muſt-be falſe withour them 3 for ſhould we: ſup». 

poſe Expreflions abour Spirits to be Aliagaapepmodelight 
as well ſuppoſe borh Revelations ro be Riddles, and 

their R ; Fools and' Mad-men. | 

*T'was an Angel brought Iſrael our of Epype. Exod23. | 
20, 21.14. 19. 'that appear'd to Cornelius : Nay, fur- 
ther, what ftrange thing muſt that be, Mae. 8. 29. that 
in the roſſeſſed Mar diſcover'd Chriſt ro be. the Son of 
God ? In ſhort, what Devil and Temprer is it we are 
commanded to refit, if there were no Spirit ? 

To conclude, the laſt Sentence is, to depart into the 
fire. prepared for the Devil and bhi Angels. And with- 
out--there are Spirits, whar would the Reſurrection 
mean ? And why would Chriſt and Sr. Paul fo often 
oppoſe the Opinion of the Saddyces ? 
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[ 


Car. IL 
- Spirits O2ders. | 


| : | | ; 
\T O W, amongſt Spirits, the Scriptures are very ex= 
+ Y preſs of diftin& Orders, as Gods, 1 Cor. 8. 4, 5: 
|} 2: Cor. 4. 4+ Potentares,. Principalities, Rulers, Domi- 
' | , anions, Co/. 1. 16. Eph. 6.12.1. 20,24.» 
God is a Spirit of Univerſal Power and Extent, 
which tho* there be but one Suprear, the Father, yer 
. . there are others, as Satan, who like an evil Air ſpread- 
ing over the whole World, have in a degree a Univer 
fal Power or God-head, 2 Cor.4.4. Fobn 14.30. Eph.2.2. 

. Rev. 12..9.--20.' 8. Mat. 25. 41. we 
As for the Supream God, the Farher, he harh depu- 
ted the Adminiſtration of- all good Gifts ro. -the Son, 


| I2. 3, 4, 5. Rev. 22, 12, 17. And in the Old Teſtament 


9. And thus are the Son and Holy Ghoſt rwo Gods like- 


Let us make man, &Cc. Gen. 1. 26.3. 22.—=11. 6,7. Iſay 
6. 8. | 
As for the Son, he is as Governour to the two leſſer 
Gods, the Holy Ghoſt, and Saran; he adminiſters the 
gifrs of rhe one, Rem. $. 26, 27.- 1 Cor. 12; 3,45 Fobr 
 . 16. 13. and reftrains the Temptations of rhe other, 
I Cor. 10.13. While they are in a perpetual War mn us.; 
I; thar is, all Mankind ar once, one helping us, rhe other 
| remprting us 3 one comforting us, and the other accufing 
us, (1 Fohn 4.6. 1 Cor. 2.12, Fob 14. 26., Rev. 2.13- 
Rev. 12.9, 10,5:20.23- 2 Cor. 4.4. | Ach, 13. 2. 2 Kyngs 
22. 21, 22. Fohn 16.7.-78. 38. Nebem. 9.:20..; 1 Pet; 5. 
8. 1 Cor, 7. 49. Rom. $.26. Mark 4. 15. 2 Tim,2.36.) 
« one haying ſeven, rhe Number of Perfection, artribured 
to him, as likewiſe has-the other, Rev. 5.6;=12. ye” | 
5 | ow, 


Fs 34 
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who executes his Deputation by the Holy Ghoſt, s Cor, 


he call'd the Son his Angel in rliat his Deputation, Fob 
I6. 12,13, 14, 15. Exod. 23. 20, 21. Eccl. 5.6. Iſay 63. . 


wiſe ; and on this Foundation ſtands thoſe Expreſſions, - 


} 
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Now. the Order of God's Adminiſtration rhre' the 


$axi,.and .by--the. Holy- Ghoſt, .appears :more plainly, 
when, as I have faid,. we conſider their gradative tiles 
in Scripture, -Love and Operation in the Father, Grace 
and Adminiſtration in the 'Son, and Gift and Fellow- 


ſhip in the Holy Ghoſt, the lefſer Power, 1 Cor. 12. 4, 


5, 6. 2 Cor. 13, t4+ And- therefore all Communication 
berween the Father and Holy Ghoſt being by rhe Son, 
Prophefies:ceas'd whilſt the Son was Ifcarfiate, John 7. 
g9.\Fohn 167,13, 14; 15. - - F220 


--.'As for Princpalities, they are Spitirs having - Juriſdi- | 
ion over particular Countries, and are ſufficiently de- * 


ſcribed, Dax."ro.'12, 13, 20, 21. ' And as-for Angels, 
their ſeveral Meffages deſcribed in. Scriptures, ſuffice to 
ſhew their Offices and Powers,' 1 Fohr: 5.4. Mar. 12.24. 


+8; ro. As 12. x3. 1 Sam. 28.7. 2 Cor. 12. 7. Heb. 


I. T4. | 
To conclude,” as we underſtand by the Scriptures the 
Kate of Spirirs now, ſo may we well expect the ftate 
of our Souls to be hereafter ; for the Apoſtle tells us, 
there will be different degrees of Glory 'in the Reſur- 
rection, 1 Cor.- 15, 3 


4 % ” 
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Cap. [III 
Spitits Exiſtence. 


$-Sound, Scent, Heat, Lighr, and Air, confiſt in 
+23” the ſame place, and yer are all-diſtint, and all in- 
viſible Powers, ſo may we reaſorably imagine purer 
Beings, as Spirits, very. well exiſting within one ano- 

ther, and yer fot confounding orie anothers ſubſtances. 


- ' As to their Government, - we cannbr ſuppoſe them like 


Men bug-beard by Conſcience, fince Devils are entirely 
wicked, and obey no Conſcience, and yet are in ſubjecti- 
on to one another ; therefore we cannor ſuppoſe bur thar 
the more pure and large Spirit '( whether good-or bad') 


exiſts within the leſs and leſs pure Spirit, and being _ 
LES | ome 


. 
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Command, 'and rules 'him | ar: his Pleaſure,” withaiit his 


being in the Power of. the: lesipure-Spirix of +. 


nd curly that be invidile di 
| Spirits ma an imper- 
ceptible'ro us, 'yer _—_ is no Anndacbiodaratnth 


one' another, unleſs ir'be the more pure! rothe KG rare. 


and fo poſlibly they may maintain their Governments 

by that advantage. of gradual Impercepribiliry. - 

_ - Phe fyupream God exiſts in all; Fakes all; and the tef 
ſer Gods within their ſeveral Potentares and withe 

. in their ſeverat Angels, and fo-in thei ſeveral. 


and orders nor alt x things according-.to: the a of 
the opera Gay elle Gods, WOIES a 


» 


rencares. 
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Cap. IV. 
Orams, viſions, Temptations,. * 
]F once, as I have aid; we ſuppoſe Spirirs exiſting one 


within another,” 25 indeed cannot- bur 'be ſuppos'd of 
God, becauſe he exiſts in all rhings ; 'we have no further 


difficulry to apprehend rhe nature of 'Dreanas, Viſions, I” 


or T 10ns. 
The m pure Spirir ip exiſting 


as I may expreſs ir 
In the leſs pure, as we may ſu vol 


our'Souls very well 


ro be in reſpet of cheſs preler Grd; the Holy Ghoſt, - 


and Satan, they ' at _ Pleaſures cat NS hat Þ 
magery, 04 Fherop cks to 'us, or when they 
TON Lens in nr inds, to move us -ta whart 
ſtions they'are enclin'd rodirect us.” - ; 
'Now the ſeveral DR Sake ths manning 
by ory we queld at; only God Supream poſlibly 
ohne  lefſer Godsima ave power 
gery, " and impririing Ideas, and 
like only of Rule'-and'*Governiiehr,” whereas lower 
Sir may ly ye power of Crt, "IL 
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Inclinarion; ray be of Tempration,: fince we know-our 


| buſie Eneniy;>the;Devil,: is never- weary of Aſlaulring 


us; and well may we then pray:to:God-' for his Grace, 


 fince the reſiſting -{o- potent,  lubtle, 


SS — of Doams 
require: the: affiſtan 
Ribles, -only-to help us, wicneſs the many doubrful Hie- 
roglyphicks in them; for inſtance, Philip of Macedon; 
dreamed he ſeal'd up 'his Wives Belly, whereby. he ex- 


pounded! he We ſhe was barren, bur his Soothfayer told him ſhe 
ith C 


hild;Men do notuſe ro Seal up empty Veſſels, 
Þ rhar Books may give us a general skill in Hierogly- 
'bur never limit the true conſtruction or limita- 

gion to a rational certainty. 
' New, as to What regard we ought to-pay to Dreams, 
vpiritual Suggeſtionsand AdmonitionsÞ conceive in ge- 
_ this-is our Rule, "where, ro the beſt vf-our judg- 
 ditet-us- ro-what we conceive to þe good, 


.obey-them 3 ;z -where'evil, - we muſt flight then; ' 


/-ae have go go: other \way : 10: know. -Ttees, but. by  theit 
tuirs, and in no other courſe God can- expect us to 
abey - hit; for be: ſure, if what :ymh Obedience; he 
walk allow us-Convichon. - --: " 

How: foolifh/nwft they. be then) thar, obey bo didtares 
is every-Spirit;»Satan can transform -himſelf. into jan 
Angel of Light, -2:Cor-\1 1.14; Andif:10; and if Chriſt, 


Dav1d,: and the beft Men, :cquld be moped, ſurely he's 


weak that hearkens to every 'Spirit.:.: 


_ +/,Nor are we: leſs to tegard- Copridtiond by Reaſon, 


Conyinces 


_ than by Viſionss: the Holy-Ghelt| ſomerimes 
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